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CHAPTER 96:

Definitions

Failure to comply with law enforcement
order; fleeing

Duty upon approach of law enforcement
vessel

Flashing lights prohibited; exceptions
Siren prohibited; exceptions
Regulations for operation of powercraft of
more than ten horsepower

Restrictions on child operators; duty of
supervisory adult

Reckless operation; maintaining sufficient
control; wakes restricted

Unsafe conditions

Marking of bathing and vessel areas
Mooring prohibited in certain areas
Operating under influence of alcohol or
drugs prohibited

Implied consent

Incapacitated operators prohibited
Water skiing confined to ski zones
Observer required when towing skier
Water skiing after dark prohibited
Personal flotation device required for
towed person

Ski jumps prohibited

Permit for special water events

Sale of single celled inflatable vessels
prohibited

Sitting, standing, walking on moving
vessels restricted

Engine warm-up required

Personal flotation devices for children
under ten

Operation without personal flotation
devices prohibited

Distress signal or flag required

Anchor requirements

Specification for fire extinguishers
Backfire flame control device required
Ventilation requirement on powercraft
Abandonment of junk vessels or outboard
motors

Exhaust muffler required; noise levels;
exceptions

Safety equipment on rental vessels
Capacity plate

Littering prohibited

Dwellings; sanitary systems

Prima facie evidence of negligence
Requirements for operating personal
watercraft
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96.39 Numbering

96.40 Registration

96.41 Tags indicating expiration date;
attachment of identification number

96.42 Altering of serial numbers; false
information prohibited

96.43 Accident reports

96.44 Enforcement

96.45 Firearms offenses; signaling devices

96.46 Tampering with navigation aid or vessel
prohibited

96.47 Certificate of title; exceptions

96.48 Manufacturer’s or importer’s certificate

96.49 Prohibitions relating to certificates of title

96.50 Permanently displayed hull identification
number

96.99 Penalty

§ 96.01 DEFINITIONS.

(A) For the purpose of this chapter, the following
definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or
requires a different meaning.

CANOE. A narrow vessel of shallow draft,
pointed at both ends and propelled by human muscular
effort, and includes kayaks, racing shells, and rowing sculls.

COAST GUARD APPROVED. Bearing an
approval number assigned by the United States Coast Guard.

DIVER’S FLAG. A red flag not less than one
foot square having a diagonal white stripe extending from
the masthead to the opposite lower corner that when
displayed indicates that divers are in the water.

DRUG OF ABUSE. Has the same meaning as in
R.C. § 4506.01.

ELECTRONIC. Includes electrical, digital,
magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, or any other form of
technology that entails capabilities similar to these
technologies.

ELECTRONIC RECORD. A record generated,
communicated, received, or stored by electronic means for
use in an information system or for transmission from one
information system to another.
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ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE. A signature in
electronic form attached to or logically associated with an
electronic record.

IDLE SPEED. The slowest possible speed
needed to maintain steerage or maneuverability.

IMPOUNDMENT. Means the reservoir created
by a dam or other artificial barrier across a watercourse that
causes water to be stored deeper than and generally beyond
the banks of the natural channel of the watercourse during
periods of normal flow, but does not include water stored
behind rock piles, rock riffle dams, and low channel dams
where the depth of water is less than 10 feet above the
channel bottom and is essentially confined within the banks
of the natural channel during periods of normal stream flow.

IN OPERATION. Inreference to a vessel, means
that the vessel is being navigated or otherwise used on the
waters in this municipality.

INFLATABLE WATERCRAFT. Any vessel
constructed of rubber, canvas or other material which is
designed to be inflated with any gaseous substance,
constructed with two or more air cells and operated as a
vessel. Inflatable watercraft propelled by a motor shall be
classified as powercraft and shall be registered by length.
Inflatable watercraft propelled by a sail shall be classified as
a sailboat and shall be registered by length.

LAW ENFORCEMENT VESSEL. Any vessel
used in law enforcement and under the command of a law
enforcement officer.

MUFFLER. An acoustical suppression device or
system that is designed and installed to abate the sound of
exhaust gases emitted from an internal combustion engine
and that prevents excessive or unusual noise.

NAVIGABLE WATERS. Waters which come
under the jurisdiction of the Department of the Army of the
United States and any waterways within or adjacent to this
municipality, except inland lakes having neither a navigable
inlet nor outlet.

NO WAKE. Has the same meaning as “idle
speed”.

OPERATOR. Includes any person who navigates
or has under the person’s control a vessel, or vessel and
detachable motor, on the waters in this municipality.

OWNER. Includes any person who claims lawful
possession of a vessel by virtue of legal title or equitable
interest therein that entitled the person to that possession.

PERSON. Includes any legal entity defined as a
person in R.C. § 1.59 and any body politic, except the
United States and this State, and includes any agent, trustee,
executor, receiver, assignee or other representative thereof.
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PERSONAL WATERCRAFT. A vessel, less than
16 feet in length, that is propelled by machinery and
designed to be operated by an individual sitting, standing or
kneeling on the vessel rather than by an individual sitting or
standing inside the vessel.

POWERCRAFT. Any vessel
machinery, fuel, rockets or similar devices.

propelled by

RECREATIONAL RIVER AREA. Means an area
declared a recreational river area by the Director of Natural
Resources under R.C. Chapter 1547 and includes those
rivers or sections of rivers that are readily accessible by road
or railroad, that may have some development along their
shorelines, and that may have undergone some impoundment
or diversion in the past.

ROWBOAT. Any vessel, except a canoe, that is
designed to be rowed and which is propelled by human
muscular effort by oars or paddles and upon which no
mechanical propulsion device, electric motor, internal
combustion engine or sail has been affixed or is used for the
operation of such vessel.

SAILBOAT. Any vessel, equipped with mast and
sails, dependent upon the wind to propel it in the normal
course of operation.

(a) Any sailboat equipped with an inboard
engine is deemed a powercraft with auxiliary sail.

(b) Any sailboat equipped with a
detachable motor is deemed a sailboat with auxiliary power.

(c) Any sailboat being propelled by
mechanical power, whether under sail or not, is deemed a
powercraft and subject to all laws and rules governing
powercraft operation.

SEWAGE. Human body wastes and wastes from
toilets and other receptacles intended to receive or retain
body waste.

SCENIC RIVER AREA. Means an area declared
a scenic river area by the Director of Natural Resources
under R.C. Chapter 1547 and includes those rivers or
sections of rivers that are free of impoundments, with
shorelines or watersheds still largely primitive and shorelines
largely undeveloped, but accessible in places by roads.

TYPE 1 PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICE. A
device which is designed to turn an unconscious person
floating in water from a face downward position to a vertical
or slightly face upward position and that has at least nine
kilograms, approximately 20 pounds, of buoyancy.

TYPE 2 PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICE. A
device which is designed to turn an unconscious person in
the water from a face downward position to a vertical or
slightly face upward position and that has at least seven
kilograms, approximately 15.4 pounds, of buoyancy.
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TYPE 3 PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICE. A
device which is designed to keep a conscious person in a
vertical or slightly face upward position and that has at least
seven kilograms, approximately 15.4 pounds, of buoyancy.

TYPE 4 PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICE. A
device which is designed to be thrown to a person in the
water and not worn and that has at least seven and one-half
kilograms, approximately 16.5 pounds, of buoyancy.

TYPE 5 PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICE. A
device that, unlike other personal flotation devices, has
limitations on its approval by the United States Coast Guard,
including, without limitation, all of the following:

(a) The approval label on the type 5
personal flotation device indicates that the device is
approved for the activity in which the vessel is being used
or as a substitute for a personal flotation device of the type
required on the vessel in use;

(b) The personal flotation device is used in
accordance with any requirements on the approval label;

(¢) The personal flotation device is used in
accordance with requirements in its owner’s manual if the
approval label refers to such a manual.

VESSEL. Includes every description of craft,
including nondisplacement craft and sea planes, designed to
be used as a means of transportation on water.

VISIBLE. Means visible on a dark night with
clear atmosphere.

WATERCOURSE. Means a substantially natural
channel with recognized banks and bottom in which a flow
of water occurs, with an average of at least 10 feet mean
surface water widih and at least 5 miles of length.

WATERCRAFT. Asused in §§ 96.27, 96.34(A)
and (B), 96.39, 96.41, and 96.42:

(a) The term means any of the following
when used or capable of being used for transportation on the
water:

1. A vessel operated by machinery
either permanently or temporarily affixed;

2. A sailboat other than a sailboard;

3. An inflatable or manually
propelled boat that is required by federal law to have a hull

identification number meeting the requirements of the
United States Coast Guard; or
4, A canoe or rowboat.

(b) The term does not include ferries as
referred to in R.C. Chapter 4583.
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(c) Watercraft subject to R.C. § 1547.54
shall be divided into five classes as follows:
1. Class A: less than 16 feet in
length;

2. Class 1: at least 16 feet but less

than 26 feet in length;
3.  Class 2: at least 26 feet but less
than 40 in length;

4. Class 3: at least 40 feet but less

than 65 feet in length; and

5. Class 4: at least 65 feet in length.

WATERCRAFT DEALER. Any person who is
regularly engaged in the business of manufacturing, selling,
displaying, offering for sale or dealing in vessels at an
established place of business. The phrase does not include a
person who is a marine salvage dealer or any other person
who dismantles, salvages or rebuilds vessels using used
parts.

WATERS IN THIS MUNICIPALITY. All
streams, rivers, lakes, ponds, marshes, watercourses,
waterways and all other bodies of water, natural or human-
made, which are situated wholly or partially within this
municipality or within its jurisdiction and are used for
recreational boating.

WILD RIVER AREA. Means an area declared a
wild river area by the Director of Natural Resources under
R.C. Chapter 1547 and includes those rivers or sections of
rivers that are free of impoundments and generally
inaccessible except by trail, with watersheds or shorelines
essentially primitive and waters unpolluted, representing
vestiges of primitive America.

(R.C. § 1547.01) (Rev. 2010)

(B) Unless otherwise provided, this chapter applies to
all vessels operating on the waters in this municipality.
Nothing in this chapter shall be construed in contravention
of any valid federal or state act or regulation, but is in
addition to the act or regulation where not inconsistent.
(R.C. § 1547.02) (Rev. 2010)

§ 96.02 FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH LAW
ENFORCEMENT ORDER; FLEEING.

(A) No person shall fail to comply with any lawful
order or direction of any law enforcement officer having
authority to direct, control, or regulate the operation or use
of vessels.

(B) No person shall operate any vessel so as to
purposely elude or flee from a law enforcement officer after
receiving a visible or audible signal from a law enforcement
officer to bring the vessel to a stop.
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(C) No person shall operate or permit to be operated
any vessel on the waters in this municipality in violation of
this section.

(R.C. § 1547.13)

(D) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the first degree.
(R.C. § 1547.99(B)) (Rev. 2002)

§ 96.03 DUTY UPON APPROACH OF LAW
ENFORCEMENT VESSEL.

(A) Upon the approach of a law enforcement vessel
with at least one flashing, rotating, or oscillating light of a
color conforming with the requirements of federal law, the
operator of any vessel shall stop if followed or give way in
any crossing, head-on, or overtaking situation and shall
remain in that position until the law enforcement vessel has
passed, except when otherwise directed by a law
enforcement officer. If traffic conditions warrant, a siren or
other sound producing device also may be operated as an
additional signaling device. This section does not relieve the
operator of any law enforcement vessel from the duty to
operate with due regard for the safety of all persons and
property on the waters in this state.

(B) No person shall operate or permit to be operated
any vessel on the waters in this municipality in violation of
this section.

R.C. § 1547.131)

(C) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
(R.C. § 1547.99(F)) (Rev. 2002)

§ 96.04 FLASHING LIGHTS PROHIBITED;
EXCEPTIONS.

(A) No person shall install or use any intermittently
flashing light of any type or color on any vessel in use or
operation on the waters in this municipality, except in
accordance with Federal law.

(B) No person shall operate or permit to be operated
any vessel on the waters in this municipality in violation of
this section.

(R.C. § 1547.03) (Rev. 2002) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.05 SIREN PROHIBITED; EXCEPTIONS.

(A) No person, except an authorized watercraft
representative of the federal government, the state, or any
of its political subdivisions shall use or operate a siren on
the waters in this municipality except for emergency
purposes.
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(B) No person shall operate or permit to be operated
any vessel on the waters in this municipality in violation of

this section.
(R.C. § 1547.04) (Rev. 2002) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.06 REGULATIONS FOR OPERATION AND
RENTAL OF POWERCRAYT OF MORE THAN TEN
HORSEPOWER.

(A) (1) Nopersonbornonor after January 1, 1982,
shall operate on the waters in this municipality a powercraft
powered by more than 10 horsepower, unless the operator
successfully has completed either a safe boater course
approved by the National Association of State Boating Law
Administrators or a proctored or nonproctored proficiency
examination that tests knowledge of information included in
the curriculum of such a course, and has received a
certificate as evidence of successful completion of the course
or examination.

(2) No person shall permit a powercraft to be
operated in this municipality in violation of this division (A).
(R.C. § 1547.05) (Rev. 2008)

(B) A person born on or after January 1, 1982, who
is operating on the waters in this municipality a powercraft
powered by more than 10 horsepower and who is stopped by
a law enforcement officer in the enforcement of R.C.
Chapter 1547 or rules adopted under it shall present to the
law enforcement officer, not later than 72 hours after being
stopped, a certificate obtained by the person pursuant to
division (A) of this section prior to being stopped or proof of
holding such a certificate. Failure of the person to present
the certificate or proof of holding it within 72 hours
constitutes prima facie evidence of a violation of division
(A) of this section.

(R.C. § 1547.051)

(C) No rental business shall lease, hire, or rent a
powercraft powered by more than 10 horsepower for
operation on the waters in this municipality to a person born
on or after January 1, 1982, unless the person meets one of
the following requirements:

(1) The person signs a statement on the rental
agreement or attached to the rental agreement that the person
has successfully completed a safe boater course approved by
the National Association of State Boating Law
Administrators or has successfully completed a proficiency
examination as provided in division (A) of this section.

(2) The person receives educational materials
from the rental business and successfully passes, with a
score of 90% or better, an abbreviated examination given by
the rental business. The achievement of a passing score on
the examination shall be indicated on or attached to the
powercraft rental agreement.
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(D) Any person born on or after January 1, 1982,
operating or supervising the operation of a leased, hired, or
rented powercraft shall:

(1) Meet the requirements for boater education
of division (C) of this section.

(2) Be named as an operator on the agreement
that leases, hires, or reats the powercraft.

(E) The Division of Watercraft shall make available
to all watercraft rental businesses in the state boater safety
educational materials and an abbreviated examination that
shall be used by the watercraft rental business for the
purposes of division (C)(2) of this section.

(R.C. § 1547.052)

(F) Whoever violates division (A) or (B) of this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree if the
violation is not related to a collision, injury to a person, or
damage to property and a misdemeanor of the third degree
if the violation is related to a collision, injury to a person,
or damage to property.

(R.C. § 1547.99(K)) (Rev. 2002) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.07 RESTRICTIONS ON CHILD OPERATORS;
DUTY OF SUPERVISORY ADULT.

(A) Except as otherwise provided in this division, no
person under 16 years of age shall operate a personal
watercraft on the waters in this municipality. A person who
is not less than 12 nor more than 15 years of age may
operate a personal watercraft if a supervising person 18
years of age or older is aboard the personal watercraft and,
in the case of a supervising person born on or after January
1, 1982, if the supervising person holds a certificate
obtained under § 96.06(A) or, in the case of a rented
powercraft, meets the requirements of § 96.06(C) and (D).

(B) No person under 12 years of age shall operate
any vessel on the waters in this municipality unless the
person is under the direct visual and audible supervision,
during the operation, of a person who is 18 years of age or
older. This division does not apply to a personal watercraft,
which shall be governed by division (A) of this section, or
to a powercraft, other than a personal watercraft, powered
by more than 10 horsepower, which shall be governed by
division (C) of this section.

(C) No person under 12 years of age shall operate on
the waters in this municipality a powercraft, other than a
personal watercraft, powered by more than 10 horsepower
unless the person is under the direct visual and audible
supervision, during the operation, of a person 18 years of
age or older who is aboard the powercraft and, in the case
of such a supervising person born on or after January 1,
1982, who holds a certificate obtained under § 96.06(A) or,
in the case of a rented powercraft, meets the requirements
of § 96.06(C) and (D).
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(D) No supervising person 18 years of age or older
shall permit any person who is under the supervising
person’s supervision and who is operating a vessel on the
waters in this municipality to violate any section of this
chapter, R.C. Chapter 1547 or a rule adopted under it.
(R.C. § 1547.06) (Rev. 2002) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.08 RECKLESS OPERATION; MAINTAINING
SUFFICIENT CONTROL; WAKES RESTRICTED.

(A) Reckless operation.

(1) Any person who operates any vessel or
manipulates any water skis, aquaplane, or similar device on
the waters in this municipality carelessly or heedlessly, or in
disregard of the rights or safety of any person, vessel, or
property, or without due caution, at a rate of speed or in a
manner so as to endanger any person, vessel, or property is
guilty of reckless operation of the vessel or other device.

(2) No person shall operate or permit the
operation of a vessel in an unsafe manner. A vessel shall be
operated in a reasonable and prudent manner at all times.
Unsafe vessel operation includes, without limitation, any of
the following:

(a) A vessel becoming airborne or
completely leaving the water while crossing the wake of
another vessel at a distance of less than 100 feet, or at an
unsafe distance, from the vessel creating the wake;

(b) Operating at such a speed and
proximity to another vessel or to a person attempting to ride
on one or more water skis, surfboard, inflatable device, or
similar device being towed by a vessel so as to require the
operator of either vessel to swerve or turn abruptly to avoid
collision;

(c) Operating less than 200 feet directly
behind a person water skiing or attempting to water ski;

(d) Weaving through congested traffic.
(R.C. § 1547.07)

(B) Maintaining sufficient control. No person shall
operate or permit the operation of a vessel on the waters in
this municipality without maintaining sufficient control to
avoid an incident that results in property damage, physical
injury, loss of life, or any combination of them.

(R.C. § 1547.072) (Rev. 2009)

(C) Wakes restricted.

(1) As used in this division (C), PUBLIC
SERVICE means activities that include but are not limited
to escorting or patrolling special water events, traffic
control, salvage, firefighting, medical assistance, assisting
disabled vessels, and search and rescue.
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(2) No person shall operate a vessel at a speed
that creates a wake within 100 feet of a stationary law
enforcement vessel displaying at least one flashing,
oscillating, or rotating light conforming with 33 C.E.R.
§ 88.11.

(3) No person shall operate a vessel at a speed
that creates a wake within 100 feet of a vessel that is being
used to provide public service and that displays at least one
flashing, oscillating, or rotating light conforming with 33
C.F.R. § 88.12.

(4) No person shall permit any vessel to be
operated on the waters in this municipality in violation of
this division (C).

(R.C. § 1547.132) (Rev. 2009)

(D) Penalry.

(1) Whoever violates divisions (A) or (C) of this
section without causing injury to persons or damage to
property is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
(R.C. § 1547.99(D))

(2) Whoever violates divisions (A) or (C) of this
section causing injury to persons or damage to property is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(R.C. § 1547.99(E))

(3) Whoever violates division (B) of this section
shall be subject to the penalty provided in § 96.99.
(Rev. 2009)

§ 96.09 UNSAFE CONDITIONS.

(A) If a law enforcement officer observes a vessel
being used and determines that at least one of the unsafe
conditions identified in division (C) of this section is present
and that an especially hazardous condition exists, the officer
may direct the operator of the vessel to take whatever
immediate and reasonable actions are necessary for the
safety of the persons aboard the vessel, including directing
the operator to return the vessel to mooring and remain
there until the situation creating the hazardous condition is
corrected or has ended. For the purposes of this section, an
especially hazardous condition is one in which a reasonably
prudent person would believe that the continued operation of
a vessel would create a special hazard to the safety of the
persons aboard the vessel.

(B) The refusal by an operator of a vessel to
terminate use of the vessel after being ordered to do so by
a law enforcement officer under division (A) of this section
is prima facie evidence of a violation of § 96.08.

(C) For the purposes of this section, any of the
following is an unsafe condition:

(1

Insufficient personal flotation devices;
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(2) Insufficient fire extinguishers;

(3) Overloaded, insufficient freeboard for the
water conditions in which the vessel is operating;

(4) Improper display of navigation lights;

(5) Fuel leaks, including fuel leaking from
either the engine or the fuel system;

(6) Accumulation of or an abnormal amount of
fuel in the bilges;

Inadequate backfire flame control;

(N
(8)

TImproper ventilation.

(D) This section does not apply to any of the
following:

(1) VForeign vessels temporarily using waters
that are subject to the jurisdiction of the United States;

(2) Military vessels, vessels owned by the state
or a political subdivision, or other public vessels, except
those that are used for recreation;

(3) A ship’s lifeboats, as defined in R.C.
§ 1548.01;

(4) Vessels that are solely commercial and that
are carrying more than six passengers for hire.
(R.C. § 1547.071) (Rev. 2002)

§ 96.10 MARKING OF BATHING AND VESSEL
AREAS.

(A) No person shall operate a vessel within or through
a designated bathing area or within or through any area that
has been buoyed off designating it as an area in which
vessels are prohibited.

(B) (1) No person shall operate a vessel at greater
than idle speed or at a speed that creates a wake under any
of the following circumstances:

(a) Within 300 feet of any marina, boat
docking facility, boat gasoline dock, launch ramp,
recreational boat harbor, or harbor entrance on Lake Erie or
on the Ohio River;

(b) During the period from sunset to
sunrise according to local time within any water between the
Dan Beard bridge and the Brent Spence bridge on the Ohio
River for any vessel not documented by the United States
Coast Guard as commercial;

(c) Within any area buoyed or marked as
a no wake area on the waters in this municipality.
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(2) Division (B)(1) of this section does not
apply in either of the following places:

(a) Anarea designated by the Chief of the
Division of Watercraft unless it is marked by a buoy or sign
as a no wake or idle speed area;

(b) Within any water between the Dan
Beard bridge and the Brent Spence bridge on the Ohio River
when the United States Coast Guard has authorized the
holding of a special event of a community nature on that
water.

(C) No person shall operate a vessel in any area of
restricted or controlled operation in violation of the
designated restriction.

(D) No person shall operate a vessel within 300 feet
of an official diver’s flag unless the person is tendering the
diving operation.

(E) (1) All areas of restricted or controlled
operation as described in division (A) of this section or as
provided for in § 96.15 or R.C. § 1547.16 or 1547.61 shall
be marked by a buoy or sign designating the restriction. All
waters surrounded by or lying between such a buoy or sign
and the closest shoreline are thereby designated as an area
in which the designated restrictions shall apply in the
operation of any vessel.

(2) Markings on buoys designating areas of
restricted or controlled operation shall be so spaced as to
show all around the horizon. Lineal spacing between the
buoys shall be such that under normal conditions of visibility
any buoy shall be readily visible from the next adjacent
buoy. No colors or symbols, except as provided for in rules
of the Chief of the Division of Watercraft, shall be used on
buoys or signs for marking closed or controlled areas of
boating waters.

(3) Any state department, conservancy district,
or political subdivision having jurisdiction and control of
impounded boating waters may place such buoys or signs on
its waters. Any political subdivision may apply to the Chief
of the Division of Watercraft for permission to place such
buoys or signs on other waters within its territorial limits.
No person shall place or cause to be placed a regulatory
buoy or sign on, into, or along the waters in this
municipality unless the person has complied with all the
provisions of this chapter and R.C. Chapter 1547.

(F) No person shall enter, operate a vessel that
enters, or allow a vessel to enter a federally-declared
security zone as defined in 33 C.F.R Chapter 1, subparts
6.01-1, 6.01-2, 6.01-3, 6.01-4, 6.01-5, 6.04-1, 6.04-5,
6.04-6, 6.04-7, and 6.04-8.

(G) No person shall permit any vessel to be operated
on the waters in this municipality in violation of this section.
(R.C. § 1547.08) (Rev. 2008)
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(H) (1) Whoever violates divisions (A), (B), (C),
(D), (B), or (G) of this section shall be punished as provided
in § 96.99.

(2) Whoever violates division (F) of this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree.
(R.C. § 1547.99(B)) (Rev. 2008)

§ 96.11 MOORING PROHIBITED IN CERTAIN
AREAS.

(A) No person shall moor or anchor any vessel in a
designated speed zone or water ski zone. No person, unless
in distress and no other vessel is endangered thereby, shall
moor to, anchor to, or tie up to any marker, aid, buoy, light,
or other aid to navigation.

(B) No person shall operate or permit to be operated
any vessel on the waters in this municipality in violation of

this section.
(R.C. § 1547.09) (Rev. 2002) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.12 OPERATING UNDER INFLUENCE OF
ALCOHOL OR DRUGS PROHIBITED.

(A) No person shall operate or be in physical control
of any vessel underway or shall manipulate any water skis,
aquaplane, or similar device on the waters in this
municipality if, at the time of the operation, control, or
manipulation, any of the following applies:

(1) The person is under the influence of alcohol,
a drug of abuse, or a combination of them.

(2) The person has a concentration of 0.08% or
more by weight of alcohol per unit volume in the person’s
whole blood.

(3) The person has a concentration of 0.096%
or more by weight per unit volume of alcohol in the person’s
blood serum or plasma.

(4) The person has a concentration of 0.11
grams or more by weight of alcohol per 100 milliliters of the
person’s urine.

(5) The person has a concentration of 0.08
grams or more by weight of alcohol per 210 liters of the
person’s breath.

(6) Except as provided in division (H) of this
section, the person has a concentration of any of the
following controlled substances or metabolites of a
controlled substance in the person’s whole blood, blood
serum or plasma, or urine that equals or exceeds any of the
following:

(a) The person has a concentration of
amphetamine in the person’s urine of at least 500 nanograms
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of amphetamine per milliliter of the person’s urine or has a
concentration of amphetamine in the person’s whole blood
or blood serum or plasma of at least 100 nanograms of
amphetamine per milliliter of the person’s whole blood or
blood serum or plasma.

(b) The person has a concentration of
cocaine in the person’s urine of at least 150 nanograms of
cocaine per milliliter of the person’s urine or has a
concentration of cocaine in the person’s whole blood or
blood serum or plasma of at least 50 nanograms of cocaine
per milliliter of the person’s whole blood or blood serum or
plasma.

(c) The person has a concentration of
cocaine metabolite in the person’s urine of at least 150
nanograms of cocaine metabolite per milliliter of the
persont’s urine or has a concentration of cocaine metabolite
in the person’s whole blood or blood serum or plasma of at
least 50 nanograms of cocaine metabolite per milliliter of
the person’s whole blood or blood serum or plasma.

(d) The person has a concentration of
heroin in the person’s urine of at least 2,000 nanograms of
heroin per milliliter of the person’s urine or has a
concentration of heroin in the person’s whole blood or blood
serum or plasma of at least 50 nanograms of heroin per
milliliter of the person’s whole blood or blood serum or
plasma.

(e) The person has a concentration of
heroin metabolite (6-monoacetyl morphine) in the person’s
urine of at least ten nanograms of heroin metabolite
(6-monoacetyl morphine) per milliliter of the person’s urine
or has a concentration of heroin metabolite (6-monoacetyl
morphine) in the person’s whole blood or blood serum or
plasma of at least ten nanograms of heroin metabolite
(6-monoacetyl morphine) per milliliter of the person’s whole
blood or blood serum or plasma.

(f) The person has a concentration of
L.S.D. in the person’s urine of at least 25 nanograms of
L.5.D. per milliliter of the person’s urine or has a
concentration of L.S.D. in the person’s whole blood or
blood serum or plasma of at least ten nanograms of L.S.D.
per milliliter of the person’s whole blood or blood serum or
plasma.

(g) The person has a concentration of
marihuana in the person’s urine of at least ten nanograms of
marihuana per milliliter of the person’s urine or has a
concentration of mariliuana in the person’s whole blood or
blood serum or plasma of at least two nanograms of
marihuana per milliliter of the person’s whole blood or
blood serum or plasma.

(h) The State Board of Pharmacy has
adopted a rule pursuant to R.C. § 4729.041 that specifies
the amount of salvia divinorum and the amount of salvinorin
A that constitute concentrations of salvia divinorum and
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salvinorin A in a person’s urine, in a person’s whole blood,
or in a person’s blood serum or plasma at or above which
the person is impaired for purposes of operating or being in
physical control of any vessel underway or manipulating any
water skis, aquaplane, or similar device on the waters of this
state, the rule is in effect, and the person has a concentration
of salvia divinorum or salvinorin A of at least that amount so
specified by rule in the person’s urine, in the person’s whole
blood, or in the person’s blood serum or plasma.
(i) Either of the following applies:

1. The person is under the influence
of alcohol, a drug of abuse, or a combination of them, and,
as measured by gas chromatography mass spectrometry, the
person has a concentration of marihuana metabolite in the
person’s urine of at least 15 nanograms of marihuana
metabolite per milliliter of the person’s urine or has a
concentration of marihuana metabolite in the person’s whole
blood or blood serum or plasma of at least five nanograms
of marihuana metabolite per milliliter of the person’s whole
blood or blood serum or plasma.

2. As measured by gas
chromatography mass spectrometry, the person has a
concentration of marihuana metabolite in the person’s urine
of at least 35 nanograms of marihuana metabolite per
milliliter of the person’s urine or has a concentration of
marihuana metabolite in the person’s whole blood or blood
serum or plasma of at least 50 nanograms of marihuana
metabolite per milliliter of the person’s whole blood or blood
serum or plasma.

(j). The person has a concentration of
methamphetamine in the person’s urine of at least 500
nanograms of methamphetamine per milliliter of the person’s
urine or has a concentration of methamphetamine in the
person’s whole blood or blood serum or plasma of at least
100 nanograms of methamphetamine per milliliter of the
person’s whole blood or blood serum or plasma.

(k) The person has a concentration of
phencyclidine in the person’s urine of at least 25 nanograms
of phencyclidine per milliliter of the person’s urine or has a
concentration of phencyclidine in the person’s whole blood
or blood serum or plasma of at least ten nanograms of
phencyclidine per milliliter of the person’s whole blood or
blood serum or plasma.

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall operate or
be in physical control of any vessel underway or shall
manipulate any water skis, aquaplane, or similar device on
the waters in this municipality if, at the time of the
operation, control, or manipulation, any of the following
applies:

(1) The person has a concentration of at least
0.02%, but less than 0.08% by weight per unit volume of
alcohol in the person’s whole blood.
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(2) The person has a concentration of at least
0.03% but less than 0.096% by weight per unit volume of
alcohol in the person’s blood serum or plasma.

(3) The person has a concentration of at least
0.028 grams, but less than 0.11 grams by weight of alcohol
per 100 milliliters of the person’s urine.

(4) The person has a concentration of at least
0.02 grams, but less than 0.08 grams by weight of alcohol
per 210 liters of the person’s breath.

(C) In any proceeding arising out of one incident, a
person may be charged with a violation of division (A)(1)
and a violation of division (B)(1), (B)(2), (B)(3), or (B)(4)
of this section, but the person shall not be convicted of more
than one violation of those divisions.

(D) (1) (a) Inanycriminal prosecution orjuvenile
court proceeding for a violation of division (A) or (B) of this
section or for an equivalent offense that is watercraft-
related, the result of any test of any blood or urine
withdrawn and analyzed at any health care provider, as
defined in R.C. § 2317.02, may be admitted with expert
testimony to be considered with any other relevant and
competent evidence in determining the guilt or innocence of
the defendant.

(b) Inanycriminal prosecution or juvenile
court proceeding for a violation of division (A) or (B) of this
section or for an equivalent offense that is watercraft-
related, the court may admit evidence on the concentration
of alcohol, drugs of abuse, controlled substances,
metabolites of a controlled substance, or a combination of
them in the defendant’s or child’s whole blood, blood serum
or plasma, urine, or breath at the time of the alleged
violation as shown by chemical analysis of the substance
withdrawn, or specimen taken within three hours of the time
of the alleged violation. The three-hour time limit specified
in this division regarding the admission of evidence does not
extend or affect the two-hour time limit specified in
§ 96.13(C) or R.C. § 1547.111(C) as the maximum period
of time during which a person may consent to a chemical
test or tests as described in that section. The court may
admit evidence on the concentration of alcohol, drugs of
abuse, or a combination of them as described in this division
when a person submits to a blood, breath, urine, or other
bodily substance test at the request of a law enforcement
officer under R.C. § 1547.111, or any substantially
equivalent municipal ordinance, or a blood or urine sample
is obtained pursuant to a search warrant. Only a physician,
a registered nurse, an emergency medical technician-
intermediate, an emergency medical technician-paramedic,
or a qualified technician, chemist, or phlebotomist shall
withdraw blood for the purpose of determining the alcohol,
drug, controlled substance, metabolite of a controlled
substance, or combination content of the whole blood, blood
serum, or blood plasma. This limitation does not apply to
the taking of breath or urine specimens. A person authorized
to withdraw blood under this division may refuse to
withdraw blood under this division if, in that person’s
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opinion, the physical welfare of the defendant or child would
be endangered by withdrawing blood.

(c) The whole blood, blood serum or
plasma, urine, or breath withdrawn under division (D)(1)(b)
of this section shall be analyzed in accordance with methods
approved by the Director of Health by an individual
possessing a valid permit issued by the Director pursuant to
R.C. § 3701.143.

(2) In a criminal prosecution or juvenile court
proceeding for a violation of division (A) of this section or
for an equivalent offense that is watercraft-related, if there
was at the time the bodily substance was taken a
concentration of less than the applicable concentration of
alcohol specified for a violation of division (A)(2), (A)(3),
(A)Y(4), or (A)(5) of this section or less than the applicable
concentration of a listed controlled substance or a listed
metabolite of a controlled substance specified for a violation
of division (A)(6) of this section, that fact may be considered
with other competent evidence in determining the guilt or
innocence of the defendant or in making an adjudication for
the child. This division does not limit or affect a criminal
prosecution or juvenile court proceeding for a violation of
division (B) of this section or for a violation of a prohibition
that is substantially equivalent to that division.

(3) Upon the request of the person who was
tested, the results of the chemical test shall be made
available to the person or the person’s attorney immediately
upon completion of the test analysis. If the chemical test was
administered pursuant to division (D)(1)(b) of this section,
the person tested may have a physician, registered nurse, or
qualified technician, chemist, or phlebotomist of the
person’s own choosing administer a chemical test or tests in
addition to any administered at the direction of a law
enforcement officer, and shall be so advised. The failure or
inability to obtain an additional test by a person shall not
preclude the admission of evidence relating to the test or
tests taken at the direction of a law enforcement officer.

(E) (1) Inanycriminal prosecution or juvenile court
proceeding for a violation of division (A) or (B) of this
section, of a municipal ordinance relating to operating or
being in physical control of any vessel underway or to
manipulating any water skis, aquaplane, or similar device on
the waters of this state while under the influence of alcohol,
a drug of abuse, or a combination of them, or of a municipal
ordinance relating to operating or being in physical control
of any vessel underway or to manipulating any water skis,
aquaplane, or similar device on the waters of this state with
a prohibited concentration of alcohol, a controlled substance,
or a metabolite of a controlled substance in the whole blood,
blood serum or plasma, breath, or urine, if a law
enforcement officer has administered a field sobriety test to
the operator or person found to be in physical control of the
vessel underway involved in the violation or the person
manipulating the water skis, aquaplane, or similar device
involved in the violation and if it is shown by clear and
convincing evidence that the officer administered the test in
substantial compliance with the testing standards for reliable,
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credible, and generally accepted field sobriety tests for
vehicles that were in effect at the time the tests were
administered, including but not limited to any testing
standards then in effect that have been set by the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, that by their nature
are not clearly inapplicable regarding the operation or
physical control of vessels underway or the manipulation of
water skis, aquaplanes, or similar devices, all of the
following apply:

(a) The officer may testify concerning the
results of the field sobriety test so administered.

(b) The prosecution may introduce the
results of the field sobriety test so administered as evidence
in any proceedings in the criminal prosecution or juvenile
court proceeding.

(c) If testimony is presented or evidence
is introduced under division (E)(1)(a) or (E)(1)(b) of this
section and if the testimony or evidence is admissible under
the Rules of Evidence, the court shall admit the testimony or
evidence, and the trier of fact shall give it whatever weight
the trier of fact considers to be appropriate.

(2) Division (E)(1) of this section does not limit
or preclude a court, in its determination of whether the
arrest of a person was supported by probable cause or its
determination of any other matter in a criminal prosecution
or juvenile court proceeding of a type described in that
division, from considering evidence or testimony that is not
otherwise disallowed by division (E)(1) of this section.

(F) (1) Subject to division (F)(3) of this section, in
any criminal prosecution or juvenile court proceeding for a
violation of division (A) or (B) of this section or for an
equivalent offense that is substantially equivalent to either of
those divisions, the court shall admit as prima facie evidence
a laboratory report from any laboratory personnel issued a
permit by the Department of Health authorizing an analysis
as described in this division that contains an analysis of the
whole blood, blood serum or plasma, breath, urine, or other
bodily substance tested and that contains all of the
information specified in this division. The laboratory report
shall contain all of the following:

(a) The signature, under oath, of any
person who performed the analysis;

(b) Any findings as to the identity and
quantity of alcohol, a drug of abuse, a controlled substance,
a metabolite of a controlled substance, or a combination of
them that was found;

(c) A copy of a notarized statement by the
laboratory director or a designee of the director that contains
the name of each certified analyst or test performer involved
with the report, the analyst’s or test performer’s
employment relationship with the laboratory that issued the
report, and a notation that performing an analysis of the type
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involved is part of the analyst’s or test performer’s regular
duties;

(d) An outline of the analyst’s or test
performer’s education, training, and experience in
performing the type of analysis involved and a certification
that the laboratory satisfies appropriate quality control
standards in general and, in this particular analysis, under
rules of the Department of Health.

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law
regarding the admission of evidence, a report of the type
described in division (F)(1) of this section is not admissible
against the defendant or child to whom it pertains in any
proceeding, other than a preliminary hearing or a grand jury
proceeding, unless the prosecutor has served a copy of the
report on the defendant’s or child’s attorney or, if the
defendant or child has no attorney, on the defendant or
child.

(3) A report of the type described in division
(F)(1) of this section shall not be prima facie evidence of the
contents, identity, or amount of any substance if, within
seven days after the defendant or child to whom the report
pertains or the defendant’s or child’s attorney receives a
copy of the report, the defendant or child or the defendant’s
or child’s attorney demands the testimony of the person who
signed the report. The judge in the case may extend the
seven-day time limit in the interests of justice.

(G) Exceptas otherwise provided in this division, any
physician, registered nurse, emergency medical technician-
intermediate, emergency medical technician-paramedic, or
qualified technician, chemist, or phlebotomist who
withdraws blood from a person pursuant to this section,
R.C. § 1547.111 or any substantially equivalent municipal
ordinance, and a hospital, first-aid station, or clinic at which
blood is withdrawn from a person pursuant to this section,
R.C. § 1547.111 or any substantially equivalent municipal
ordinance, is immune from criminal and civil liability based
upon a claim of assault and battery or any other claim that is
not a claim of malpractice, for any act performed in
withdrawing blood from the person. The immunity provided
in this division also extends to an emergency medical service
organization that employs an emergency medical technician-
intermediate or an emergency medical technician-paramedic
who withdraws blood under this section. The immunity
provided in this division is not available to a person who
withdraws blood if the person engages in willful or wanton
misconduct.

(H) Division (A)(6) of this section does not apply to
a person who operates or is in physical control of a vessel
underway or manipulates any water skis, aquaplane, or
similar device while the person has a concentration of a
listed controlled substance or a listed metabolite of a
controlled substance in the person’s whole blood, blood
serum or plasma, or urine that equals or exceeds the amount
specified in that division, if both of the following apply:
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(1) The person obtained the controlled substance
pursuant to a prescription issued by a licensed health
professional authorized to prescribe drugs.

(2) The person injected, ingested, or inhaled the
controlled substance in accordance with the health
professional’s directions.

(I)  As used in this section and § 96.13:
COCAINE. Has the same meaning as in R.C.
§ 2925.01.

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE. Has the same
meaning as in R.C. § 3719.01.

EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIAN-
INTERMEDIATE and EMERGENCY MEDICAL
TECHNICIAN-PARAMEDIC. Have the same meanings as
in R.C. § 4765.01.

EQUIVALENT OFFENSE. Has the same
meaning as in R.C. § 4511.181.
EQUIVALENT OFFENSE THAT IS

WATERCRAFT-RELATED. Means an equivalent offense
that is one of the following:
(a) A violation of division (A) or (B) of

this section;

(b) A violation of a municipal ordinance
prohibiting a person from operating or being in physical
control of any vessel underway or from manipulating any
water skis, aquaplane, or similar device on the waters of
this state while under the influence of alcohol, a drug of
abuse, or a combination of them or prohibiting a person
from operating or being in physical control of any vessel
underway or from manipulating any water skis, aquaplane,
or similar device on the waters of this state with a prohibited
concentration of alcohol, a controlled substance, or a
metabolite of a controlled substance in the whole blood,
blood serum or plasma, breath, or urine;

(¢) A violation of an existing or former
municipal ordinance, law of another state, or law of the
United States that is substantially equivalent to division (A)
or (B) of this section;

(d) A violation of an existing or former
law of this state that is or was substantially equivalent to
division (A) or (B) of this section.

L.5.D. Has the same meaning as in R.C.
§ 2925.01.

MARIHUANA. Has the same meaning as in R.C.
§ 3719.01.
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NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY
ADMINISTRATION. Has the same meaning as in R.C.
§ 4511.19.

OPERATE. Means that a vessel is being used on
the waters in this state when the vessel is not securely
affixed to a dock or to shore or to any permanent structure
to which the vessel has the right to affix or that a vessel is
not anchored in a designated anchorage area or boat camping
area that is established by the United States Coast Guard,
this state, or a political subdivision and in which the vessel
has the right to anchor.

(R.C. § 1547.11) (Rev. 2011)

(I) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the first degree and shall be punished as
provided in division (J)(1), (1)(2), or (J)(3) of this section.

(1) Except as otherwise provided in division
(H(2) or (J)(3) of this section, the court shall sentence the
offender to a jail term of three consecutive days and may
sentence the offender pursuant to R.C. § 2929.24 to a longer
jail term. In addition, the court shall impose upon the
offender a fine of not less than $150 nor more than $1,000.
The court may suspend the execution of the mandatory jail
term of three consecutive days that it is required to impose
by this division (J)(1) if the court, in lieu of the suspended
jail term, places the offender under a community control
sanction pursuant to R.C. § 2929.25 and requires the
offender to attend, for three consecutive days, a drivers’
intervention program that is certified pursuant to R.C.
§3793.10. The court also may suspend the execution of any
part of the mandatory jail term of three consecutive days that
it is required to impose by this division (J)(1) if the court
places the offender under a community control sanction
pursuant to R.C. § 2929.25 for part of the three consecutive
days; requires the offender to attend, for that part of the
three consecutive days, a drivers’ intervention program that
is certified pursuant to R.C. § 3793.10; and sentences the
offender to a jail term equal to the remainder of the three
consecutive days that the offender does not spend attending
the drivers’ intervention program. The court may require the
offender, as a condition of community control, to attend and
satisfactorily complete any treatment or education programs,
in addition to the required attendance at a drivers’
intervention program, that the operators of the drivers’
intervention program determine that the offender should
attend and to report periodically to the court on the
offender’s progress in the programs. The court also may
impose any other conditions of community control on the
offender that it considers necessary.

(2) If, within six years of the offense, the
offender has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one
violation of this section, R.C. § 1547.11 or one other
equivalent offense, the court shall sentence the offender to
a jail term of 10 consecutive days and may sentence the
offender pursuant to R.C. § 2929.24 to a longer jail term. In
addition, the court shall impose upon the offender a fine of
not less than $150 nor more than $1,000. In addition to any



§ 96.12

other sentence that it imposes upon the offender, the court
may require the offender to attend a drivers’ intervention
program that is certified pursuant to R.C. § 3793.10.

(3) If, within six years of the offense, the
offender has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to more
than one violation or offense identified in division (J)(2) of
this section, the court shall sentence the offender to a jail
term of 30 consecutive days and may sentence the offender
to a longer jail term of not more than one year. In addition,
the court shall impose upon the offender a fine of not less
than $150 nor more than $1,000. In addition to any other
sentence that it imposes upon the offender, the court may
require the offender to attend a drivers’ intervention
program that is certified pursuant to R.C. § 3793.10.

(4) Upon a showing that serving a jail term
would seriously affect the ability of an offender sentenced
pursuant to division (J)(1), (1)(2), or (I)(3) of this section to
continue the offender’s employment, the court may
authorize that the offender be granted work release after the
offender has served the mandatory jail term of 3, 10, or 30
consecutive days that the court is required by division (J)(1),
(1N(2), or (J)(3) of this section to impose. No court shall
authorize work release during the mandatory jail term of 3,
10, or 30 consecutive days that the court is required by
division (J)(1), (J)(2), or (J)(3) of this section to impose.
The duration of the work release shall not exceed the time
necessary each day for the offender to commute to and from
the place of employment and the place in which the jail term
is served and the time actually spent under employment.

(5) Notwithstanding any section of the Ohio
Revised Code that authorizes the suspension of the
imposition or execution of a sentence or the placement of an
offender in any treatment program in lieu of being
imprisoned or serving a jail term, no court shall suspend the
mandatory jail term of 10 or 30 consecutive days required
to be imposed by division (J)(2) or (J)(3) of this section or
place an offender who is sentenced pursuant to division
(1)(2) or (J)(3) of this section in any treatment program in
lieu of being imprisoned or serving a jail term until after the
offender has served the mandatory jail term of 10 or 30
consecutive days required to be imposed pursuant to division
(1(2) or (1)(3) of this section. Notwithstanding any section
of the Ohio Revised Code that authorizes the suspension of
the imposition or execution of a sentence or the placement
of an offender in any treatment program in lieu of being
imprisoned or serving a jail term, no court, except as
specifically authorized by division (J)(1) of this section,
shall suspend the mandatory jail term of 3 consecutive days
required to be imposed by division (J)(1) of this section or
place an offender who is sentenced pursuant to division
(I)(1) of this section in any treatment program in lieu of
imprisonment until after the offender has served the
mandatory jail term of 3 consecutive days required to be
imposed pursuant to division (J)(1) of this section.
As used in this division (J) of this section:

(6)
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EQUIVALENT OFFENSE. Has the same
meaning as in R.C. § 4511.181.

JAIL TERM. Has the same meaning as in
R.C. § 2929.01.

MANDATORY JAIL TERM. Has the same
meaning as in R.C. § 2929.01.
(R.C. § 1547.99(G)) (Rev. 2009)

§ 96.13 IMPLIED CONSENT.

(A) (1) (a) Any person who operates or is in
physical control of a vessel or manipulates any water skis,
aquaplane, or similar device upon any waters in this
municipality shall be deemed to have given consent to a
chemical test or tests to determine the alcohol, drug of
abuse, controlled substance, metabolite of a controlled
substance, or combination content of the person’s whole
blood, blood serum or plasma, breath, or urine if arrested
for operating or being in physical control of a vessel or
manipulating any water skis, aquaplane, or similar device in
violation of R.C. § 1547.11 or a substantially equivalent
municipal ordinance.

(b) The test or tests under division (A)(1)
of this section shall be administered at the request of a law
enforcement officer having reasonable grounds to believe the
person was operating or in physical control of a vessel or
manipulating any water skis, aquaplane, or similar device in
violation of R.C. § 1547.11 or a substantially equivalent
municipal ordinance. The law enforcement agency by which
the officer is employed shall designate which test or tests
shall be administered.

(2) Any person who is dead or unconscious or
who otherwise is in a condition rendering the person
incapable of refusal shall be deemed to have consented as
provided in division (A)(1) of this section, and the test or
tests may be administered, subject to R.C. §§ 313.12
through 313.16.

(B) (1) Ifalaw enforcement officer arrests a person
for operating or being in physical control of a vessel or
manipulating any water skis, aquaplane, or similar device in
violation of R.C. § 1547.11 or a substantially equivalent
municipal ordinance and if the person previously has been
convicted of or pleaded guilty to two or more violations of
§ 1547.11 or other equivalent offenses, the law enforcement
officer shall request the person to submit, and the person
shall submit, to a chemical test or tests of the person’s whole
blood, blood serum or plasma, breath, or urine for the
purpose of determining the alcohol, drug of abuse,
controlled substance, metabolite of a controlled substance,
or combination content of the person’s whole blood, blood
serum or plasma, breath, or urine. A law enforcement
officer who makes a request pursuant to this division that a
person submit to a chemical test or tests is not required to
advise the person of the consequences of refusing to submit
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to the test or tests and is not required to give the person the
form described in division (C) of this section, but the officer
shall advise the person at the time of the arrest that if the
person refuses to take a chemical test the officer may
employ whatever reasonable means are necessary to ensure
that the person submits to a chemical test of the person’s
whole blood or blood serum or plasma. The officer shall
also advise the person at the time of the arrest that the
person may have an independent chemical test taken at the
person’s own expense. The advice shall be in written form
prescribed by the Chief of the Division of Watercraft and
shall be read to the person. The form shall contain a
statement that the form was shown to the person under
arrest and read to the person by the arresting officer. The
reading of the form shall be witnessed by one or more
persons, and the witnesses shall certify to this fact by
signing the form. Divisions (A)(1)(b) and (A)(2) of this
section apply to the administration of a chemical test or tests
pursuant to this division.

(2) If a person refuses to submit to a chemical
test upon a request made pursuant to division (B)(1) of this
section, the law enforcement officer who made the request
may employ whatever reasonable means are necessary to
ensure that the person submits to a chemical test of the
person’s whole blood or blood serum or plasma. A law
enforcement officer who acts pursuant to this division to
ensure that a person submits to a chemical test of the
person’s whole blood or blood serum or plasma is immune
from criminal and civil liability based upon a claim for
assault and battery or any other claim for the acts, unless the
officer so acted with malicious purpose, in bad faith, or in
a wanton or reckless manner.

(C) Exceptas provided in division (B) of this section,
any person under arrest for violating R.C. § 1547.11 or a
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance shall be advised
of the consequences of refusing to submit to a chemical test
or tests designated as provided in division (A) of this
section. The advice shall be in a written form prescribed by
the Chief of the Division of Watercraft and shall be read to
the person. The form shall contain a statement that the form
was shown to the person under arrest and read to the person
by the arresting officer. The reading of the form shall be
witnessed by one or more persons, and the witnesses shall
certify to this fact by signing the form. The person must
submit to the chemical test or tests, subsequent to the
request of the arresting officer, within two hours of the time
of the alleged violation, and if the person does not submit to
the test or tests within that two-hour time limit, the failure
to submit automatically constitutes a refusal to submit to the
test or tests.

(D) (1) Except as provided in division (B) of this
section, if a law enforcement officer asks a person under
arrest for violating R.C. § 1547.11 or a substantially
equivalent municipal ordinance to submit to a chemical test
or tests as provided in division (A) of this section, if the
arresting officer advises the person of the consequences of
the person’s refusal as provided in division (C) of this

289

§ 96.13

section, and the person refuses to submit, no chemical test
shall be given. Upon receipt of a sworn statement of the
officer that the arresting law enforcement officer had
reasonable grounds to believe the arrested person violated
R.C. § 1547.11 or a substantially equivalent municipal
ordinance and that the person refused to submit to the
chemical test upon the request of the officer, and upon
receipt of the form as provided in division (C) of this section
certifying that the arrested person was advised of the
consequences of the refusal, the Chief of the Division of
Watercraft shall inform the person by written notice that the
person is prohibited from operating or being in physical
control of a vessel, from manipulating any water skis,
aquaplane, or similar device, and from registering any
watercraft in accordance with R.C. § 1547.54, for one year
following the date of the alleged violation. The suspension
of these operation, physical control, manipulation, and
registration privileges shall continue for the entire one-year
period, subject to review as provided in this section.

(2) [If the person under arrest is the owner of the
vessel involved in the alleged violation, the law enforcement
officer who arrested the person shall seize the watercraft
registration certificate and tags from the vessel involved in
the violation and forward them to the Chief of the Division
of Watercraft. The Chief of the Division of Watercraft shall
retain the impounded registration certificate and tags and
shall impound all other registration certificates and tags
issued to the person in accordance with R.C. §§ 1547.54 and
1547.57, for a period of one year following the date of the
alleged violation, subject to review as provided in this
section.

(3) If the arrested person fails to surrender the
registration certificate because it is not on the person of the
arrested person or in the watercraft, the law enforcement
officer who made the arrest shall order the person to
surrender it within 24 hours to the law enforcement officer
or the law enforcement agency that employs the law
enforcement officer. If the person fails to do so, the law
enforcement officer shall notity the Chief of the Division of
Watercraft of that fact in the statement the officer submits to
the Chief of the Division of Watercraft under this division.

(E) Upon suspending a person’s operation, physical
control, manipulation, and registration privileges in
accordance with division (D) of this section, the Chief of the
Division of Watercraft shall notify the person in writing, at
the person’s last known address, and inform the person that
the person may petition for a hearing in accordance with
division (F) of this section. If a person whose operation,
physical control, manipulation, and registration privileges
have been suspended petitions for a hearing or appeals any
adverse decision, the suspension shall begin at the
termination of any hearing or appeal unless the hearing or
appeal results in a decision favorable to the person.

(F) (1) Any person who has been notified by the
Chief of the Division of Watercraft that the person is
prohibited from operating or being in physical control of a
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vessel or manipulating any water skis, aquaplane, or similar
device and from registering any watercraft in accordance
with R.C. § 1547.54, or who has had the registration
certificate and tags of the person’s watercraft impounded
pursuant to division (D) of this section, within 20 days of
the notification or impoundment, may file a petition in the
municipal court or the county court, or if the person is a
minor in juvenile court, with jurisdiction over the place at
which the arrest occurred, agreeing to pay the cost of the
proceedings and alleging error in the action taken by the
Chief of the Division of Watercraft under division (D) of
this section or alleging one or more of the matters within the
scope of the hearing as provided in this section, or both.
The petitioner shall notify the Chief of the Division of
Watercraft of the filing of the petition and send the Chief of
the Division of Watercraft a copy of the petition.

(2) The scope of the hearing is limited to the
issues of whether the law enforcement officer had
reasonable grounds to believe the petitioner was operating
or in physical control of a vessel or manipulating any water
skis, aquaplane, or similar device in violation of R.C.
§ 1547.11 or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance,
whether the petitioner was placed under arrest, whether the
petitioner refused to submit to the chemical test upon request
of the officer, and whether the petitioner was advised of the
consequences of the petitioner’s refusal.

(G) (1) The Chief of the Division of Watercraft
shall furnish the court a copy of the affidavit as provided in
division (C) of this section and any other relevant
information requested by the court.

(2) In hearing the matter and in determining
whether the person has shown error in the decision taken by
the Chief of the Division of Watercraft as provided in
division (D) of this section, the court shall decide the issue
upon the relevant, competent, and material evidence
submitted by the Chief of the Division of Watercraft or the
person whose operation, physical control, manipulation, and
registration privileges have been suspended. In the
proceedings, the Chief of the Division of Watercraft shall be
represented by the prosecuting attorney of the county in
which the petition is filed if the petition is filed in a county
court or juvenile court, except that if the arrest occurred
within a city or village within the jurisdiction of the county
court in which the petition is filed, the city director of law
or village solicitor of that city or village shall represent the
Chief of the Division of Watercraft. If the petition is filed in
the municipal court, the Chief of the Division of Watercraft
shall be represented as provided in R.C. § 1901.34,

(3) If the court finds from the evidence
submitted that the person has failed to show error in the
action taken by the Chief of the Division of Watercraft
under division (D) of this section or in one or more of the
matters within the scope of the hearing as provided in
division (F) of this section, or both, the court shall assess
the cost of the proceeding against the person and shall
uphold the suspension of the operation, physical control,
use, and registration privileges provided in division (D) of
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this section. If the court finds that the person has shown
error in the action taken by the Chief of the Division of
Watercraft under division (D) of this section or in one or
more of the matters within the scope of the hearing as
provided in division (F) of this section, or both, the cost of
the proceedings shall be paid out of the county treasury of
the county in which the proceedings were held, Chief of the
Division of Watercraft shall reinstate the operation, physical
control, manipulation, and registration privileges of the
person without charge, and the Chief of the Division of
Watercraft shall return the registration certificate and tags,
if impounded, without charge.

(4) The court shall give information in writing
of any action taken under this section to the Chief of the
Division of Watercraft.

(H) At the end of any period of suspension or
impoundment imposed under this section, and upon request
of the person whose operation, physical control, use, and
registration privileges were suspended or whose registration
certificate and tags were impounded, the Chief of the
Division of Watercraft shall reinstate the person’s operation,
physical control, manipulation, and registration privileges by
written notice and return the certificate and tags.

(I) No person who has received written notice from
the Chief of the Division of Watercraft that the person is
prohibited from operating or being in conirol of a vessel,
from manipulating any water skis, aquaplane, or similar
device, and from registering a watercraft, or who has had
the registration certificate and tags of the person’s watercraft
impounded, in accordance with division (D) of this section
or R.C. § 1547.111(D), shall operate or be in physical
control of a vessel or manipulate any water skis, aquaplane,
or similar device for a period of one year following the date
of the person’s alleged violation of R.C. § 1547.11 or a
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.

(R.C. § 1547.111) (Rev. 2010)

(I)  Whoever violates division (I) of this section is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree.
(R.C. § 1547.99(B)) (Rev. 2002)

§ 96.14 INCAPACITATED OPERATORS
PROHIBITED.

(A) No person shall operate any vessel if the person
is so mentally or physically incapacitated as to be unable to
operate the vessel in a safe and competent manner.

(B) No person shall permit any vessel to be operated
on the waters in this municipality in violation of this section.
R.C. § 1547.12)

(C) Whoever violates this section without causing
injury to persons or damage to property is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree.

(R.C. § 1547.99(D))
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(D) Whoever violates this section causing injury to
persons or damage to property is guilty of a misdemeanor of
the third degree.

(R.C. § 1547.99(E)) (Rev. 2002)

§ 96.15 WATER SKIING CONFINED TO SKI
ZONES.

(A) Except on the waters of the Ohio River, or Lake
Erie and immediately connected harbors and bays, any
person who rides or attempts to ride upon one or more water
skis, surfboard, or similar device, or who engages or
attempts to engage in barefoot skiing, and any person who
operates a vessel towing a person riding or attempting to
ride on one or more water skis, surfboard, or similar
device, or engaging or attempting to engage in barefoot
skiing, shall confine that activity to the water area within a
designated ski zone on all bodies of water on which a ski
zone has been established.

(B) On all bodies of water where no specific activity
zones have been established, the activities described in
division (A) of this section shall be confined to areas where
the activities are not specifically restricted by this chapter
and rules adopted under R.C. Chapter 1547.

(C) Divisions (A) and (B) of this section do not apply
to an activity described in division (A) of this section if the
vessel involved in the activity is traveling at idle speed in a
designated no wake zone and the activity is not being
conducted in any of the following areas:

(1) Within 300 feet of a gas dock, marina,
launch ramp, or harbor entrance;

(2) Within a designated anchorage area, swim
zone, boat swim zone, or boat camping area;

(3) Under a bridge or within 300 feet of a
bridge underpass;

(4) Any area designated as a no ski zone.

(D) No person shall operate or permit to be operated
any vessel on the waters in this municipality in violation of
this section.

(R.C. § 1547.14) (Rev. 2009) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.16 OBSERVER REQUIRED WHEN TOWING
SKIER.

(A) Any person who operates a vessel towing any
person riding or attempting to ride upon one or more water
skis or upon a surfboard or similar device, or engaging or
attempting to engage in barefoot skiing, on the waters in this
municipality shall have present in the vessel a person or
persons other than the operator, 10 years of age or older,
who shall at all times observe the progress of the person
being towed. The operator of the towing vessel shall at all

291

§ 96.19

times observe the traffic pattern toward which the vessel is
approaching.

(B) No person shall operate or permit to be operated
any vessel on the waters in this municipality in violation of

this section.
(R.C. § 1547.15) (Rev. 2002) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.17 WATER SKIING AFTER DARK
PROHIBITED.

No person shall ride or attempt to ride upon water skis,
surfboard, or similar device, or engage or attempt to engage
in barefoot skiing, or use or operate any vessel to tow any
person thereon on the waters in this municipality during that
period of the day between sunset and sunrise, except upon
special permit issued by the state department, conservancy
district, or political subdivision having jurisdiction and
control of such water.

(R.C. § 1547.16) (Rev. 2002) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.18 PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICE
REQUIRED FOR TOWED PERSON.

(A) No person shall ride or attempt to ride on one or
more water skis, surfboard, inflatable device, or similar
device being towed by a vessel without wearing an adequate
and effective Coast Guard approved type 1, 2, or 3 personal
flotation device or type 5 personal flotation device
specifically designed for water skiing, in good and
serviceable condition and of appropriate size, except upon
special permit issued by the state department, conservancy
district, or political subdivision having jurisdiction and
control of the water.

(B) No person shall engage or attempt to engage in
barefoot skiing without wearing an adequate and effective
Coast Guard approved type 1, 2, or 3 personal flotation
device or type 5 personal flotation device specifically
designed for water skiing, in good and serviceable condition
and of appropriate size, or a wet suit specifically designed
for barefoot skiing.

(C) No operator of a vessel shall tow any person who
fails to comply with division (A) or (B) of this section.
(R.C. § 1547.18) (Rev. 2002) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.19 SKIJUMPS PROHIBITED.

No person shall install or maintain any structure or
inclined platform known as a water ski jump on the waters
in this municipality. No person shall use any such platform
or structure for the purpose of water ski jumping, except
upon special permit issued by the state department,
conservancy district, or political subdivision having
jurisdiction and control over such water.

(R.C. § 1547.19) (Rev. 2002) Penalty, see § 96.99
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§ 96.20 PERMIT FOR SPECIAL WATER EVENTS.

(A) No personororganization shall conduct any race,
regatta, or other special event upon the waters in this
municipality without first obtaining written permission, upon
application not less than 30 days prior to the time of the
proposed race, regatta, or event, of the federal agency, state
department, conservancy district, or political subdivision
having jurisdiction and control over such waters. Any state
department, conservancy district, or political subdivision
may suspend its respective rules during a race, regatta, or
special event. Nothing in this section shall be construed to
mean that the operator of a vessel competing in a specially
authorized race, regatta, or special event shall not attempt
to attain high speeds on a marked racing course.

(B) Onany waters in this municipality over which no
federal agency, state department, conservancy district, or
political subdivision has jurisdiction and control, no person
or organization shall conduct any race, regatta, or other
special event without first obtaining written permission,
upon application not less than 30 days prior to the time of
the proposed race, regatta, or event, of the Chief of the
Division of Watercraft. The Chief of the Division of
Watercraft may, if he or she determines that the public
safety will be adequately protected, grant written permission
for holding such race, regatta, or special event. This section
does not apply to privately owned lakes or ponds nor to
canoes or rowboats.

(R.C. § 1547.20) (Rev. 2002) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.21 SALE OF SINGLE CELLED INFLATABLE
VESSELS PROHIBITED.

No person shall use or offer for use on the waters in
this municipality any inflatable vessel made of canvas,
rubber, synthetic rubber, or vinyl plastic unless the
inflatable vessel is of multiple air cell or compartment
construction and is capable of remaining afloat if one air cell
or compartment is punctured or collapsed.

(R.C. § 1547.21) (Rev. 2002) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.22 SITTING, STANDING, WALKING ON
MOVING VESSELS RESTRICTED.

(A) No occupant of any vessel underway on the
waters in this municipality shall sit, stand, or walk upon any
portion of the vessel not specifically designed for that
movement, except when immediately necessary for the safe
and reasonable navigation or operation of the vessel. No
operator of a vessel underway on the waters in this
municipality shall allow any occupant of the vessel to sit,
stand, or walk on any portion of the vessel underway not
specifically designed for that use, except when immediately
necessary for the safe and reasonable navigation or
operation of the vessel.
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(B) No person shall operate or permit to be operated
any vessel on the waters in this municipality in violation of
this section.

(R.C. § 1547.22) (Rev. 2002) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.23 ENGINE WARM-UP REQUIRED.

The pilot or engineer of any powercraft for hire to
carry passengers shall not permit passengers to come aboard
before the engine of such powercraft has been permitted to
run for a minimum of two minutes.

(R.C. § 1547.23) (Rev. 2002) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.24 PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICES FOR
CHILDREN UNDER TEN.

No person shall operate or permit to be operated any
vessel under 18 feet in length while there is present in the
vessel any person under 10 years of age, not wearing a
Coast Guard approved type 1, 2, 3, or 5 personal flotation
device in good and serviceable condition of appropriate size
securely attached to the person under 10 years of age.
(R.C. § 1547.24) (Rev. 2009) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.25 OPERATION WITHOUT PERSONAL
FLOTATION DEVICES PROHIBITED.

(A) No person shall operate or permit to be operated
any vessel, other than a commercial vessel or other vessel
exempted by rules adopted under R.C. § 1547.52, on the
waters in this municipality:

(1) That is 16 feet or greater in length without
carrying aboard one type 1, 2, or 3 personal flotation device
for each person aboard and one type 4 personal flotation
device;

(2) Thatis less than 16 feet in length, including
canoes and kayaks of any length, without carrying aboard
one type 1, 2, or 3 personal flotation device for each person
aboard.

(B) A type 5 personal flotation device may be carried
in lieu of a type 1, 2, or 3 personal flotation device required
under division (A) of this section.

(C) No person shall operate or permit to be operated
any commercial vessel on the waters in this municipality:

(1) That is less than 40 feet in length and is not
carrying persons for hire without carrying aboard at least
one type 1, 2, or 3 personal flotation device for each person
aboard;

(2) Thatis carrying persons for hire or is 40 feet
in length or longer and is not carrying persons for hire
without carrying aboard at least one type 1 personal flotation
device for each person aboard;
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(3) That is 26 feet in length or longer without
carrying aboard at least one type 4 ring life buoy in addition
to the applicable requirements of divisions (C)(1) and (C)(2)
of this section.

(D) Each personal flotation device carried aboard a
vessel, including a commercial vessel, pursuant to this
section shall be Coast Guard approved and in good and
serviceable condition, of appropriate size for the wearer,
and readily accessible to each person aboard the vessel at all
times.

(E) As wused in this section, COMMERCIAL
VESSEL means any vessel used in the carriage of any
person or property for a valuable consideration whether
flowing directly or indirectly from the owner, partner, or
agent or any other person interested in the vessel. The term
does not include any vessel that is manufactured or used
primarily for noncommercial use or that is leased, rented,
or chartered to another for noncommercial use.

(R.C. § 1547.25) (Rev. 2003)

(F) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
(R.C. § 1547.99(F)) (Rev. 2002)

§ 96.26 DISTRESS SIGNAL OR FLAG REQUIRED.

(A) No person shall operate on the waters of Lake
Erie or the immediately connecting bays, harbors, and
anchorage areas at any time a vessel that is 16 or more feet
in length or any vessel carrying six or fewer passengers for
hire without carrying Coast Guard approved visual distress
signals for both day and night use.

(B) No person shall operate upon the waters of Lake
Erie or the immediately connecting bays, harbors, and
anchorage areas during the period from sunset to sunrise
according to local time any of the following without
carrying Coast Guard approved visual distress signals for
night use:

(1) A vessel less than 16 feet in length;

(2) A vessel competing in an organized marine
parade, race, regatta, or similar event;

(3) A manually propelied vessel;

(4) A sailboat less than 26 feet in length with
completely open construction and without propulsion
machinery.

(C) No person shall operate a vessel on the waters in
this state other than Lake Erie or the immediately
connecting bays, harbors, and anchorage areas unless the
vessel carries either a distress flag at least two feet square
and international orange in color or a Coast Guard approved
daytime distress signal.
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(D) No person shall display any distress signal unless
a vessel or a person is in distress and in need of help.

(E) Divisions (A) and (C) of this section do not apply
to any of the following:

(1) Vessels competing in an organized marine
parade, race, regatta, or similar event;

()

(3) Sailboats less than 26 feet in length with
completely open construction and without propulsion
machinery.

Manually propelled vessels;

(F) The distress signals required by this section shall
be in good and serviceable condition, readily accessible, and
of the type and quantities required by regulations adopted
under 46 U.S.C. § 4302, as amended.

(G) No person shall operate or permit to be operated
any vessel on the waters in this municipality in violation of

this section.
(R.C. § 1547.251) (Rev. 2002) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.27 ANCHOR REQUIREMENTS.

(A) All watercraft, except sailboats less than 16 feet
long having a cockpit depth of less than 12 inches and except
canoes, shall carry an anchor and line of sufficient weight
and length to anchor the watercraft securely. The Chief of
the Division of Watercraft, by rule, may exempt other types
of watercraft from this section after determining that
carrying such an anchor and line would constitute a hazard.

(B) No person shall operate or permit to be operated
any watercraft on the waters in this municipality in violation
of this section.

(R.C. § 1547.26) (Rev. 2002) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.28 SPECIFICATION FOR FIRE
EXTINGUISHERS.

(A) Except those powercraft propelled by an electric
motor and those less than 26 feet in length designed for use
with an outboard motor, of open construction, and not
carrying passengers for hire, all powercraft shall carry fire
extinguishers as prescribed in this section. The fire
extinguishers shall be capable of extinguishing a burning
gasoline fire, shall be so placed as to be readily accessible
and in such condition as to be ready for immediate and
effective use, and shall comply with minimum or higher
standards for such extinguishers then prevailing as
prescribed by the United States Coast Guard.

(B) Class A and Class 1 powercraft shall carry at least
one B-1 fire extinguisher. Class 2 powercraft shall carry at
least two B-1 fire extinguishers or at least one B-2 fire
extinguisher. Class 3 powercraft shall carry at least three
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B-1 fire extinguishers, or at least one B-1 and one B-2 fire
extinguishers. A B-1 fire extinguisher is one containing a
minimum of one and one-fourth gallons foam, four pounds
carbon dioxide, two pounds dry chemical, two and one-half
pounds halon, or another extinguishing material approved by
the United States Coast Guard, in a quantity approved by the
United States Coast Guard, for such use. A B-2 fire
extinguisher is one containing a minimum of two and one-
half gallons foam, 15 pounds carbon dioxide, ten pounds dry
chemical, ten pounds halon, or another extinguishing
material approved by the United States Coast Guard, in a
quantity approved by the United States Coast Guard, for
such use.

(C) No person shall operate or permit to be operated
on the waters in this municipality any powercraft that does
not comply with this section.

(R.C. § 1547.27) (Rev. 2002) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.29 BACKFIRE FLAME CONTROL DEVICE
REQUIRED.

Every gasoline engine installed in a vessel after April
25, 1940, except an outboard motor, shall be equipped with
an acceptable device to contro! backfire flame. The device
shall comply with all of the following:

(A) Be securely attached to the air intake with a
flame-tight connection;

(B) Be in proper working order;

(C) Be Coast Guard approved or comply with either
SAE J1928 or UL 1111;

(D) Be marked to indicate approval or compliance
under division (C) of this section.
(R.C. § 1547.28) (Rev. 2002) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.30 VENTILATION REQUIREMENT ON
POWERCRAFT.

All powercraft using gasoline or other liquid fuel
having a flashpoint of less than 110°F. shall be provided
with ventilation as follows:

(A) At least two ventilators fitted with cowls or their
equivalent for the purpose of properly and efficiently
ventilating the bilges of every engine and fuel tank
compartment in order to remove any inflammable or
explosive gases;

(B) Any type of ventilating system approved for use
by the United States Coast Guard;

(C) The ventilation of the boat is not required where
the greater portion of the bilges of the engine and fuel tank
compartment is open to the natural atmosphere.

(R.C. § 1547.29) (Rev. 2002) Penalty, see § 96.99
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§ 96.31 ABANDONMENT OF JUNK VESSELS OR
OUTBOARD MOTORS.

(A) Law enforcement official may order storage of
vessel or outboard motor left on private property; towing by
private dock owner.

(1) As used in this section:
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY. Means

any organization or unit comprised of law enforcement
officers, as defined in R.C. § 2901.01.

VESSEL OR OUTBOARD MOTOR.
Excludes an abandoned junk vessel or outboard motor, as
defined in division (D) of this section, or any watercraft or
outboard motor under R.C. § 4585.31.

(2) (a) The County Sheriff, Chief of Police, or
other chief of a law enforcement agency, within the Sheriff’s
or Chief’s respective territorial jurisdiction, upon complaint
of any person adversely affected, may order into storage any
vessel or outboard motor that has been left on private
property, other than a private dock or mooring facility or
structure, for at least 72 hours without the permission of the
person having the right to the possession of the property.
The Sheriff or Chief, upon complaint of the owner of a
marine repair facility or place of storage, may order into
storage any vessel or outboard motor that has been left at the
facility or place of storage for a longer period than that
agreed upon. The place of storage shall be designated by the
Sheriff or Chief. When ordering a vessel or motor into
storage under division (A)(2)(a) of this section, a Sheriff or
Chief, whenever possible, shall arrange for the removal of
the vessel or motor by a private tow truck operator or
towing company.

(b) 1. Except as provided in division
(A)Y(2)(b)4. of this section, no person, without the consent of
the owner or other person authorized to give consent, shall
moor, anchor, or tie a vessel or outboard motor at a private
dock or mooring facility or structure owned by another
person if the owner has posted, in a conspicuous manner, a
prohibition against the mooring, anchoring, or tying of
vessels or outboard motors at the dock, facility, or structure
by any person not having the consent of the owner or other
person authorized to give consent.

2. If the owner of a private dock or
mooring facility or structure has posted at the dock, facility,
or structure, in a conspicuous manner, conditions and
regulations under which the mooring, anchoring, or tying of
vessels or outboard motors is permitted at the dock, facility,
or structure, no person, except as provided in division
(A)(2)(b)4. of this section, shall moor, anchor, or tie a
vessel or outboard motor at the dock, facility, or structure in
violation of the posted conditions and regulations.

3. The owner of a private dock or
mooring facility or structure may order towed into storage
any vessel or outboard motor found moored, anchored, or
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tied in violation of division (A)(2)(b)1. or (A)(2)(b)2. of this
section, provided that the owner of the dock, facility, or
structure posts on it a sign that states that the dock, facility,
or structure is private, is visible from all entrances to the
dock, facility, or structure, and contains all of the following
information:

a.  The information specified in
division (A)(2)(b)1. or (A)Y2)(b)2. of this section, as
applicable;

b. A notice that violators will
be towed and that violators are responsible for paying the
cost of the towing;

¢.  The telephone number of the
person from whom a towed vessel or outboard motor may
be recovered, and the address of the place to which the
vessel or outboard motor will be taken and the place from
which it may be recovered.

4. Divisions  (A)(2)(b)1. or
(A)(2)(b)2. of this section do not prohibit a person from
mooring, anchoring, or tying a vessel or outboard motor at
a private dock or mooring facility or structure if either of
the following applies:

a. The vessel or outboard
motor is disabled due to a mechanical or structural
malfunction, provided that the person immediately removes
the vessel or outboard motor from the dock, facility, or
structure when the malfunction is corrected or when a
reasonable attempt has been made to correct it;

b. Weather conditions are
creating an imminent threat to safe operation of the vessel
or outboard motor, provided that the person immediately
removes the vessel or outboard motor from the dock,
facility, or structure when the weather conditions permit
safe operation of the vessel or outboard motor.

5. A person whose vessel or
outboard motor is towed into storage under division
(A)(2)(b)3. of this section either shall pay the costs of the
towing of the vessel or outboard motor or shall reimburse
the owner of the dock or mooring facility or structure for
the costs that the owner incurs in towing the vessel or
outboard motor.

(c) Subject to division (A)(3) of this
section, the owner of a vessel or motor that has been
removed under division (A)(2) of this section may recover
the vessel or motor only in accordance with division (A)(6)
of this section.

(3) If the owner or operator of a vessel or
outboard motor that has been ordered into storage under
division (A)(2) of this section arrives after the vessel or
motor has been prepared for removal, but prior to its actual
removal from the property, the owner or operator shall be
given the opportunity to pay a fee of not more than one-haif
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of the charge for the removal of vessels or motors under
division (A)(2) of this section that normally is assessed by
the person who has prepared the vessel or motor for
removal, in order to obtain release of the vessel or motor.
Upon payment of that fee, the vessel or motor shall be
released to the owner or operator, and upon its release, the
owner or operator immediately shall move it so that it is not
on the private property without the permission of the person
having the right to possession of the property, or is not at the
facility or place of storage without the permission of the
owner, whichever is applicable.

(4) The County Sheriff, Chief of Police, and
each other chief of a law enforcement agency shall maintain
a record of vessels or outboard motors that are ordered into
storage under division (A)(2)(a) of this section. The record
shall include an entry for each such vessel or motor that
identifies the vessel’s hull identification number or serial
number, if any, the vessel’s or motor’s make, model, and
color, the location from which it was removed, the date and
time of its removal, the telephone number of the person
from whom it may be recovered, and the address of the
place to which it has been taken and from which it may be
recovered. Any information in the record that pertains to a
particular vessel or motor shall be provided to any person
who, pursuant to a statement the person makes either in
person or by telephone, is identified as the owner or
operator of the vessel or motor and requests information
pertaining to its location.

(5) Any person who registers a complaint that
is the basis of a Sheriff’s or Chief’s order for the removal
and storage of a vessel or outboard motor under division
(A)(2)(a) of this section shall provide the identity of the law
enforcement agency with which the complaint was registered
to any person who, pursuant to a statement the person
makes, is identified as the owner or operator of the vessel or
motor and requests information pertaining to its location.

(6) (a) The owner of a vessel or outboard
motor that is ordered into storage under division (A)(2) of
this section may reclaim it upon payment of any expenses or
charges incurred in its removal, in an amount not to exceed
$200, and storage, in an amount not to exceed $5 per
24-hour period, and upon presentation of proof of
ownership, which may be evidenced by a certificate of title
to the vessel or motor, certificate of United States Coast
Guard documentation, or certificate of registration if the
vessel or motor is not subject to titling under R.C.
§ 1548.01.

(b) If a vessel or outboard motor that is
ordered into storage under division (A)(2)(a) of this section
remains unclaimed by the owner for 30 days, the procedures
established by divisions (B) and (C) of this section shall

apply.

(c) If a vessel or outboard motor ordered
into storage under division (A)Y(2)(b) of this section remains
unclaimed for 72 hours after being stored, the tow truck
operator or towing company that removed the vessel or
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outboard motor shall provide notice of the removal and
storage to the County Sheriff, Chief of Police, or other chief
of a law enforcement agency within whose territorial
jurisdiction the vessel or outboard motor had been moored,
anchored, or tied in violation of division (A)(2)(b) of this
section. The notice shall be in writing and include the
vessel’s hull identification number or serial number, if any,
the vessel’s or outboard motor’s make, model, and color,
the location from which it was removed, the date and time
of its removal, the telephone number of the person from
whom it may be recovered, and the address of the place to
which it has been taken and from which it may be
recovered.

1. Upon receipt of the notice, the
Sheriff or Chief immediately shall cause a search to be made
of the records of the Division of Watercraft to ascertain the
owner and any lienholder of the vessel or outboard motor,
and, if known, shall send notice to the owner and
lienholder, if any, at the owner’s and lienholder’s last
known address by certified mail, return receipt requested,
that the vessel or outboard motor will be declared a nuisance
and disposed of if not claimed not later than 30 days after
the date of the mailing of the notice.

2. Ifthe owner or lienholder makes
no claim to the vessel or outboard motor within 30 days of
the date of the mailing of the notice, the Sheriff or Chief
shall file with the Clerk of Courts of the county in which the
place of storage is located an affidavit showing compliance
with the requirements of division (A)(6)(c) of this section,
and the vessel or outboard motor shall be disposed of in
accordance with division (C) of this section.

(7) No person shall remove, or cause the
removal of, any vessel or outboard motor from private
property other than in accordance with division (A)(2) of
this section or division (B) of this section.

(R.C. § 1547.30)

(B) Storage of vessel or mofor left in sunken,
beached, drifting or docked condition; notice; affidavit;
salvage certificate.

(1) The County Sheriff, Chief of Police, or
other chief of a law enforcement agency, within the
Sheriff’s or Chief’s respective territorial jurisdiction, or a
state highway patrol trooper, upon notification to the Sheriff
or Chief of such action and of the location of the place of
storage, may order into storage any vessel or outboard
motor that has been left in a sunken, beached, or drifting
condition for any period of time, or in a docked condition,
on a public street or other property open to the public, or
upon or within the right-of-way of any waterway, road, or
highway, for 48 bours or longer without notification to the
Sheriff or Chief of the reasons for leaving the vessel or
motor in any such place or condition. The Sheriff or Chief
shall designate the place of storage of any vessel or motor
ordered removed by the Sheriff or Chief.
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(2) The Sheriff or Chief shall immediately cause
a search to be made of the records of the Division of
Watercraft to ascertain the owner and any lienholder of a
vessel or outboard motor ordered into storage by the Sheriff
or Chief, and, if known, shall send notice to the owner and
lienholder, if any, at the owner’s or lienholder’s last known
address by certified mail, return receipt requested, that the
vessel or motor will be declared a nuisance and disposed of
if not claimed within ten days of the date of mailing of the
notice. The owner or lienholder of the vessel or motor may
reclaim it upon payment of any expenses or charges incurred
in its removal and storage, and presentation of proof of
ownership, which may be evidenced by a certificate of title
to the vessel or motor, certificate of United States Coast
Guard documentation, or certificate of registration if the
vessel or motor is not subject to titling under R.C.
§ 1548.01.

(3) Ifthe owner or lienholder makes no claim to
the vessel or outboard motor within ten days of the date of
mailing of the notice, and if the vessel or motor is to be
disposed of at public auction as provided in division (C) of
this section, the Sheriff or Chief shall file with the Clerk of
Courts of the county in which the place of storage is located
an affidavit showing compliance with the requirements of
this division (B). Upon presentation of the affidavit, the
Clerk of Courts shall without charge issue a salvage
certificate of title, free and clear of all liens and
encumbrances, to the Sheriff or Chief and shall send a copy
of the affidavit to the Chief of the Division of Watercraft. If
the vessel or motor is to be disposed of to a marine salvage
dealer or other facility as provided in division (C) of this
section, the Sheriff or Chief shall execute in triplicate an
affidavit, as prescribed by the Chief of the Division of
Watercraft, describing the vessel or motor and the manner
in which it was disposed of, and that all requirements of this
division (B) have been complied with. The Sheriff or Chief
shall retain the original of the affidavit for the Sheriff’s or
Chief’s records and shall furnish two copies to the marine
salvage dealer or other facility. Upon presentation of a copy
of the affidavit by the marine salvage dealer or other facility,
the Clerk of Courts shall issue to such owner a salvage

certificate of title, free and clear of all liens and
encumbrances.
(4) Whenever the marine salvage dealer or other

facility receives an affidavit for the disposal of a vessel or
outboard motor as provided in this division (B), such owner
shall not be required to obtain an Ohio certificate of title to
the vessel or motor in the owner’s own name if the vessel or
motor is dismantled or destroyed and both copies of the
affidavit are delivered to the Clerk of Courts. Upon receipt
of such an affidavit, the Clerk of Courts shall send one copy
of it to the Chief of the Division of Watercraft.

(R.C. § 1547.301)
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(C) Disposal of unclaimed vessel or motor.

(1) Unclaimed vessels or outboard motors
ordered into storage under division (A)(2) of this section or
division (B) of this section shall be disposed of at the order
of the County Sheriff, the Chief of Police, or another chief
of a law enforcement agency, in any of the following ways:

(a) To a marine salvage dealer;
(b) To any other facility owned, operated,

or under contract with the state or the county, municipality,
township, or other political subdivision;

(c) To acharitable organization, religious
organization, or similar organization not used and operated
for profit;

(d) By sale at public auction by the
Sheriff, the Chief, or an auctioneer licensed under R.C.
Chapter 4707, after giving notice of the auction by
advertisement, published once a week for two consecutive
weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the county or
as provided in R.C. § 7.16.

(2) Any moneys accruing from the disposition
of an unclaimed vessel or niotor that are in excess of the
expenses resulting from the removal and storage of the
vessel or motor shall be credited to the General Revenue
Fund or to the General Fund of the county, municipality,
township, or other political subdivision, as appropriate.

(3) Asusedinthisdivision (C), CHARITABLE
ORGANIZATION has the same meaning as in R.C.
§ 1716.01.

(R.C. § 1547.302) (Rev. 2012)

(D) Disposal of abandoned vessel or motor.
As used in this division and division (E) of

1)

this section:

ABANDONED JUNK VESSEL OR
OUTBOARD MOTOR. Means any vessel or outboard
motor meeting all of the following requirements:

1. It has been left on private
property for at least 72 hours without the permission of the
person having the right to the possession of the property;
Ieft in a sunken, beached, or drifting condition for any
period of time; or left in a docked condition, on a public
street or other property open to the public, or upon or within
the right-of-way of any waterway, road, or highway, for 48
hours or longer without notification to the County Sheriff,
the Chief of Police, or other chief of a law enforcement
agency having territorial jurisdiction with respect to the
location of the vessel or motor, of the reasons for leaving
the vessel or motor in any such place or condition;

2. It is three years old or older;
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3. It is extensively damaged, such
damage including but not limited to any of the following:
missing deck, hull, transom, gunwales, motor, or outdrive;

4. It is apparently inoperable;

5. Ithas a fair market value of $200
or less.

LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY. Means
any organization or unit comprised of law enforcement
officers, as defined in R.C. § 2901.01.

(2) The County Sheriff, Chief of Police, or
other chief of a law enforcement agency, within the Sheriff’s
or Chief’s respective territorial jurisdiction, or a state
highway patrol trooper, upon notification to the Sheriff or
Chief of such action, shall order any abandoned junk vessel
or outboard motor to be photographed by a law enforcement
officer. The officer shall record the make of vessel or
motor, the hull identification number or serial number when
available, and shall also detail the damage or missing
equipment to substantiate the value of $200 or less. The
Sheriff or Chief shall thereupon immediately dispose of the
abandoned junk vessel or outboard motor to a marine
salvage dealer or other facility owned, operated, or under
contract to the state, the county, township, or municipality
for the destruction of such vessels or motors. The records
and photographs relating to the abandoned junk vessel or
outboard motor shall be retained by the law enforcement
agency ordering the disposition of the vessel or motor for a
period of at least two years. The law enforcement agency
shall execute in quadruplicate an affidavit, as prescribed by
the Chief of the Division of Watercraft, describing the vessel
or motor and the manner in which it was disposed of, and
that all requirements of this section have been complied
with, and shall sign and file the same with the Clerk of
Courts of the county in which the vessel or motor was
abandoned. The Clerk of Courts shall retain the original of
the affidavit for the Clerk’s files, shall furnish one copy
thereof to the Chief of the Division of Watercraft, one copy
to the marine salvage dealer or other facility handling the
disposal of the vessel or motor, and one copy to the law
enforcement agency ordering the disposal, who shall file
such copy with the records and photographs relating to the
disposal. Any moneys arising from the disposal of an
abandoned junk vessel or outboard motor shall be credited
to the General Revenue Fund, or to the General Fund of the
county, township, municipality, or other political
subdivision, as appropriate.

(3) Notwithstanding division (B) of this section,
any vessel or outboard motor meeting the requirements of
divisions (D)(1)(a)3. to (D)(1)(a)5. of this section which has
remained unclaimed by the owner or lienholder for a period
of ten days or longer following notification as provided in
division (B) of this section may be disposed of as provided
in this division (D).

(R.C. § 1547.303)
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(E) Abandonment of vessel or motor without notice to
law enforcement official prohibited.

(1) No person shall purposely leave an
abandoned junk vessel or outboard motor on private
property for more than 72 hours without the permission of
the person having the right to the possession of the property;
in a sunken, beached, or drifting condition for any period of
time; or in a docked condition, on a public street or other
property open to the public, or upon or within the right-of-
way of any waterway, road, or highway, for 48 hours or
longer without notification to the County Sheriff, Chief of
Police or other chief of a law enforcement agency having
territorial jurisdiction with respect to the location of the
vessel or motor, of the reasons for leaving the vessel or
motor in any such place or condition.

(2) For purposes of this division (E), the fact
that an abandoned junk vessel or outboard motor has been
so left without permission or notification is prima facie
evidence of abandonment.

(3) Nothing in this section or R.C. §§ 1547.30,
1547.301, and 1547.303 invalidates the provisions of any
ordinance of the municipality regulating or prohibiting the
abandonment of vessels or outboard motors on waterways,
beaches, docks, streets, highways, public property, or
private property within the boundaries of the municipality.
(R.C. § 1547.304)

(F) Penalty.

(1) Whoever violates division (A)(7) of this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
(R.C. § 1547.99(F))

(2) Whoever violates division (E) of this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree and also
shall be assessed any costs incurred by the state or a county,
township, municipal corporation, or other political
subdivision in disposing of an abandoned junk vessel or
outboard motor, less any money accruing to the state,
county, township, municipal corporation, or other political
subdivision from that disposal.

(R.C. § 1547.99(H)) (Rev.2002) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.32 EXHAUST MUFFLER REQUIRED; NOISE
LEVELS; EXCEPTIONS.

(A) Every powercraft operated on the waters in this
municipality shall be equipped at all times with a muffler or
a muffler system that is in good working order, in constant
operation, and effectively installed to prevent excessive or
unusual noise.

(B) (1) No person shall operate or give permission
for the operation of a powercraft on the waters in this
municipality in such a manner as to exceed a noise level of
90 decibels on the “A” scale when subjected to a stationary
sound level test as prescribed by SAE J2005.
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(2) No person shall operate or give permission
for the operation of a powercraft on the waters in this
municipality in such a manner as to exceed a noise level of
75 decibels on the “A” scale measured as specified by SAE
J1970. Measurement of a noise level of not more than 75
decibels on the “A” scale of a powercraft in operation does
not preclude the conducting of a stationary sound level test
as prescribed by SAE J2005.

(C) Noperson shall operate or give permission for the
operation of a powercraft on the waters in this municipality
that is equipped with an altered muffler or muffler cutout, or
operate or give permission for the operation of a powercraft
on the waters in this municipality in any manner that
bypasses or otherwise reduces or eliminates the effectiveness
of any muffler or muffler system installed in accordance
with this section, unless the applicable mechanism has been
permanently disconnected or made inoperable.

(D) No person shall remove, alter, or otherwise
modify in any way a muffler or muffler system in a manner
that will prevent it from being operated in accordance with
this section.

(E) No person shall manufacture, sell, or offer for
sale a powercraft that is not equipped with a muffler or
muffler system that prevents noise levels in excess of those
established in division (B)(1) of this section.

(F) This section does not apply to any of the
following:

(1) A powercraft that is designed,
manufactured, and sold for the sole purpose of competing in
racing events. The exception established under this division
(F)(1) shall be documented in each sale agreement and shall
be acknowledged formally by the signatures of the buyer and
the seller. The buyer and the seller shall maintain copies of
the sale agreement. A copy of the sale agreement shall be
kept aboard the powercraft when it is operated. A
powercraft to which the exception established under this
division (F)(1) applies shall be operated on the waters in this
municipality only in accordance with division (F)(2) of this
section.

(2) A powercraft that is actually participating in
a sanctioned racing event or in tume-up periods for a
sanctioned racing event on the waters in this municipality
and that is being operated in accordance with this division
(F)(2). For the purposes of this division (F)(2), a sanctioned
racing event is a racing event that is conducted in accordance
with § 96.20 or R.C. § 1547.20 or that is approved by the
United States Coast Guard. The operator of a powercraft
that is operated on the waters in this municipality for the
purpose of a sanctioned racing event shall comply with
§ 96.20 and R.C. § 1547.20 and requirements established
under it or with requirements established by the Coast
Guard, as appropriate. Failure to comply subjects the
operator to this section.
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(3) A powercraft that is being operated on the
waters in this municipality by or for a boat or engine
manufacturer for the purpose of testing, development, or
both and that complies with this division (F)(3). The
operator of such a powercraft shall have aboard at all times
and shall produce on demand of a law enforcement officer
a current, valid letter issued by the Chief of the Division of
Watercraft in accordance with rules adopted under R.C.
§ 1547.31(I)(1). Failure to produce the letter subjects the
operator to this section.

(G) A law enforcement officer who is trained in
accordance with rules adopted under R.C. § 1547.31(1)(2)
and who has reason to believe that a powercraft is not in
compliance with the noise levels established in this section
may direct the operator of the powercraft to submit it to an
on-site test to measure the level of the noise emitted by the
powercraft. The operator shall comply with that direction.
The officer may remain aboard the powercraft during the
test at the officer’s discretion. If the level of the noise
emitted by the powercraft exceeds the noise levels
established in this section, the officer may direct the
operator to take immediate and reasonable measures to
correct the violation, including returning the powercraft to
a mooring and keeping it at the mooring until the violation
is corrected or ceases.

(H) A law enforcement officer who conducts
powercraft noise level tests pursuant to this section shall be
trained to do so in accordance with rules adopted under
Ohio R.C. § 1547.31()(2).

R.C. § 1547.31(A) - (H))

(I) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree on a first offense. On
each subsequent offense, the person is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the third degree.

(R.C. § 1547.99(7)) (Rev. 2002)

§ 96.33 SAFETY EQUIPMENT ON RENTAL
VESSELS.

(A) No person who lets vessels for hire, or the agent
or employee thereof, shall rent, lease, charter, or otherwise
permit the use of a vessel, unless the person provides the
vessel with the equipment required under R.C. §§ 1547.25,
1547.251, 1547.26, 1547.27, 1547.28, 1547.29, and
1547.31, or any substantially equivalent municipal
ordinances, and rules adopted under R.C. Chapter 1547
regarding the equipment of vessels, and complies with the
requirements of R.C. §§ 1547.24, 1547.40, 1547.53,
1547.57, and either R.C. § 1547.54 or 1547.542, or any
substantially equivalent municipal ordinances, and rules
adopted under Ohio R.C. Chapter 1547 to implement and
enforce those sections.

(R.C. § 1547.38)

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
(R.C. § 1547.99(F)) (Rev. 2002)
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§ 96.34 CAPACITY PLATE.
(A) Regquired; display.

(1) No person, after January 1, 1977, shall
manufacture, sell, or offer for sale any watercraft propelled
by machinery as its principal source of power, or watercraft
designed to be manually propelled, less than 20 feet in
length, and designed to carry two or more persons,
manufactured after that date, unless a capacity plate
containing the correct information, as prescribed by
regulations adopted by the United States Coast Guard, is
firmly attached to the watercraft. The capacity plate shall be
attached in such a location that it is clearly legible from the
position designed or intended to be occupied by the operator
when the watercraft is underway.

(2) No person shall operate or permit to be
operated on the waters in this municipality watercraft for
which a capacity plate is required under this section unless
the capacity plate is attached.

(3) No personshall alter, remove, or deface any
information contained on the capacity plate unless the
manufacturer has altered the watercraft in such a way that
would require a change in the information contained on the
capacity plate.

(4) As used in this division (A), MANU-
FACTURE means to construct or assemble a watercraft, or
to alter a watercraft in such a manner as to affect or change
its weight capacity or occupant capacity.

(R.C. § 1547.39)

(B) Prohibitions.

(1) No person shall operate or permit to be
operated on the waters in this municipality a watercraft to
which a capacity plate is attached if the total load exceeds
the weight capacity indicated on the capacity plate, if the
number of persons aboard exceeds the occupant capacity
indicated on the capacity plate, or if the horsepower of any
attached outboard motor exceeds the maximum horsepower
indicated on the capacity plate.

(2) When no capacity plate exists, no person
shall operate or permit to be operated on the waters in this
municipality a watercraft if a reasonably prudent person
would believe that either of the following circumstances
applies:

(a) The totalload aboard the watercraft has
associated with it a risk of physical harm to persons or
property;

(b) The total horsepower of any inboard
engine or attached outboard motor has associated with it a
risk of physical harm to persons or property.
R.C. § 1547.40)
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(C) Penalty. Whoever violates any of the provisions
of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth
degree.

(R.C. § 1547.99(F)) (Rev. 2002)

§ 96.35 LITTERING PROHIBITED.

(A) Asused in this section, LITTER means garbage,
trash, waste, rubbish, ashes, cans, bottles, wire, paper,
cartons, vessel parts, vehicle parts, furniture, glass, or
anything else of an unsightly or unsanitary nature.

(B) No operator or occupant of a vessel shall,
regardless of intent, throw, drop, discard, or deposit litter
from any vessel in operation or control upon or in any
waters in this municipality, except into a litter receptacle in
a manner that prevents its being carried away or deposited
by the elements.

(C) No operator of a vessel in operation upon any
waters in this municipality shall allow litter to be thrown,
dropped, discarded, or deposited from the vessel, except
into a litter receptacle in a manner that prevents its being
carried away or deposited by the elements.

(R.C. § 1547.49)

(D) Whoever violates division (B) or (C) of this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.
(R.C. § 1547.99(1)) (Rev. 2002)

§ 96.36 DWELLINGS: SANITARY SYSTEMS.

(A) Watercraft dwelling unlawful if a nuisance;
exception. No person shall use any vessel for the purpose of
establishing or maintaining a dwelling which creates a
nuisance of either permanent or temporary nature on any of
the waters in this state except Lake Erie, the Muskingum
River, the Ohio River, and the immediately connected
harbors and anchorage facilities or in such other areas as
may be designated for the purpose.

(R.C. § 1547.32)

(B) Discharging sanitary systems prohibited;
exception. Except on the waters of Lake Erie, the
Muskingum River, or the Ohio River, no person shall
launch, moor, dock, use, operate, or permit to be operated
on any of the waters in this state any vessel that contains a
sink, toilet, or sanitary system that is capable of discharging
urine, fecal matter, contents of a chemical commode,
kitchen wastes, laundry wastes, slop sink drainage, or other
household wastes into the waters in this state. Such a sink,
toilet, or sanitary system shall be removed, sealed, or made
to drain into a tank or reservoir that can be carried or
pumped ashore for disposal in a sewage treatment works
approved by the Director of Environmental Protection.
(R.C. § 1547.33)
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(C) Penalty. Whoever violates division (B) of this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
(R.C. § 1547.99(F)) (Rev. 2002) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.37 PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE OF
NEGLIGENCE.

Violations of §§ 96.02 through 96.36 and/or R.C.
§§ 1547.02 through 1547.36 which result in injury to
persons or damage to property shall constitute prima facie
evidence of negligence in a civil action.
(R.C. § 1547.34) (Rev. 2002)

§ 96.38 REQUIREMENTS FOR OPERATING
PERSONAL WATERCRAFT.

(A) (1) No person shall operate or permit the
operation of a personal watercraft unless each person on the
watercraft is wearing a type 1, 2, 3, or 5 personal flotation
device.

(2) A person operating a personal watercraft
that is equipped by the manufacturer with a lanyard type
engine cutoff switch shall attach the lanyard to the person,
the person’s clothing, or the personal flotation device as
appropriate for the specific watercraft.

(3) No person shall operate a personal
watercraft at any time between sunset and sunrise.

(4) No person who owns a personal watercraft
or who has charge over or control of a personal watercraft
shall authorize or knowingly permit the personal watercraft
to be operated in violation of this chapter or R.C. Chapter
1547.

(B) This section does not apply to a person who is
participating in a regatta, race, marine parade, tournament,
or exhibition that is operated in accordance with § 96.20 or
R.C. § 1547.20 or that is United States Coast Guard
approved.

(R.C. § 1547.41) (Rev. 2002) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.39 NUMBERING.

(A) Every watercraft operated on the waters in this
municipality shall be numbered by this state in accordance
with federal law or a federally approved numbering system
of another state. A watercraft numbered by this state shall
display the number on the watercraft as provided in R.C.
§ 1547.57.

(B) Watercraft exempt from numbering by the state
are:

(1) Those currently documented by the United
States Coast Guard or its successor;
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(2) Those whose principal use is not on the
walers in this state and that have not been used within this
state for more than 60 days and have a valid number
assigned under a federally approved numbering system by
another state if the number is displayed in accordance with
the requirements of that system and the certificate of number
is available for inspection whenever the watercraft is on
waters in this state;

(3) Those from a country other than the United
States, temporarily using the waters in this state;

(4) Those whose owner is the United States, a
state, or a political subdivision of a state, that fit either of
the following descriptions, and that are clearly identifiable
as such:

(a) A powercraft that principally is used
for governmental purposes other than recreational purposes;
(b) A watercraft other than a powercraft;
(5) A ship’s lifeboat. As used in this division,

LIFEBOAT means a watercraft that is held aboard another
vessel and used exclusively for emergency purposes;

(6) Those that have been exempted from
numbering by the Chief of the Division of Watercraft after
the Chief of the Division of Watercraft has found that the
numbering of the watercraft will not materially aid in their
identification and, if an agency of the United States has a
numbering system applicable to the watercraft, after the
Chief of the Division of Watercraft has further found that
they also would be exempt from numbering by the United
States government if they were subject to the federal law;

(7) Those temporarily using the waters in this
state under a waiver issued by the Chief of the Division of
Watercraft to an organization sponsoring a race, regatta, or
special event. The Chief of the Division of Watercraft may
issue a waiver upon application by the sponsoring
organization at least 15 days before the date of the proposed
race, regatta, or special event. The waiver shall be effective
for ten days including the day or days of the proposed race,
regatta, or special event. Such a waiver does not obviate the
need for compliance with § 96.20 or R.C. § 1547.20;

(8) Canoes, rowboats, and inflatable watercraft
that are registered under R.C. § 1547.54 and that an owner,
in accordance with this division, chooses not to have
numbered under this section. An owner of a canoe,
rowboat, or inflatable watercraft may choose to do either of
the following:

(a) Have it numbered under this section,
pay a lesser registration fee under R.C. § 1547.54(A)(2)(a),
and obtain square tags under R.C. § 1547.57(A);

(b) Not have it numbered wunder this
section, pay a higher registration fee under R.C. § 1547.54
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(A)(2)(b), and obtain a R.C.
§ 1547.57(C).

(R.C. § 1547.53) (Rev. 2003) Penalty, see § 96.99

rectangular tag under

§ 96.40 REGISTRATION.

(A) (1) Exceptas provided in division (A)(2) or (B)
of this section, no person shall operate or give permission
for the operation of any watercraft on the waters in this
municipality unless the watercraft is registered in the name
of the current owner in accordance with R.C. § 1547.54,
and the registration is valid and in effect.

(2) (a) On and after January 1, 1999, if a
watercraft that is required to be issued a certificate of title
under R.C. Chapter 1548 is transferred to a new owner, it
need not be registered under R.C. § 1547.54 for 45 days
following the date of the transfer, provided that the new
owner purchases a temporary watercraft registration under
division (A) of this section or holds a bill of sale from a
watercraft dealer.

(b) For the purposes of division (A)(2) of
this section, a temporary watercraft registration or a bill of
sale from a watercraft dealer shall contain at least all of the
following information:

1. The hull identification number or
serial number of the watercraft;

2. The make of the watercraft;
3. The length of the watercraft;

4.  The type of propulsion, if any;

5.  The state in which the watercraft
principally is operated;

6. The name of the owner;

7. The of

including the zip code;

address the owner,

8.  The signature of the owner;
9.  The date of purchase;

10. A notice to the owner that the
temporary watercraft registration expires 45 days after the
date of purchase of the watercraft or that the watercraft
cannot be operated on the waters in this State solely under
the bill of sale beginning 45 days after the date of purchase
of the watercraft, as applicable.

(3) A person may purchase a temporary
watercraft registration from the Chief of the Division of
Watercraft or from an authorized agent designated under
R.C. § 1547.54. The Chief of the Division of Watercraft
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shall furnish forms for temporary watercraft registrations to
authorized agents. In addition to completing the registration
form with the information specified in divisions (A)(2) of
this section, the person shall pay one of the applicable fees
required under R.C. § 1547.54(A)(2)(a) through (A)(2)(g)
as provided in that section. Moneys received for the
payment of temporary watercraft registrations shall be
deposited to the credit of the Waterways Safety Fund
created in R.C. § 1547.75.

(4) In addition to the applicable fee required
under division (A)(3) of this section, the Chief of the
Division of Watercraft or an authorized agent shall charge
an additional writing fee of $3 for a temporary watercraft
registration that the Chief of the Division of Watercraft or
the authorized agent issues. When the temporary watercraft
registration is issued by an authorized agent, the agent may
retain the additional writing fee. When the temporary
watercraft registration is issued by the Chief of the Division
of Watercraft, the additional writing fee shall be deposited
to the credit of the Waterways Safety Fund.

(5) A person who purchases a temporary
watercraft registration for a watercraft and who
subsequently applies for a registration certificate under R.C.
§ 1547.54 need not pay the fee required under R.C.
§ 1547.54(A)(2) for the initial registration certificate issued
for that watercraft, provided that at the time of application
for the registration certificate, the person furnishes proof of
payment for the temporary watercraft registration.

(6) A person who purchases a temporary
watercraft registration, who subsequently applies for a
registration certificate under R.C. § 1547.54, and who is
exempt from payment for the registration certificate under
R.C. § 1547.54(P), may apply to the Chief of the Division
of Watercraft for a refund of the amount paid for the
temporary watercraft registration at the time that the person
applies for a registration certificate. The Chief of the
Division of Watercraft shall refund that amount upon
issuance to the person of a registration certificate.

(7) All records of the Division of Watercraft
made or maintained for the purposes of divisions (A)(2)
through (A)(8) of this section are public records. The
records shall be available for inspection at reasonable hours
and in a manner that is compatible with normal operations
of the division.

(8) PursuanitoR.C. § 1547.52(A)(1), the Chief
of the Division of Watercraft may adopt rules establishing
all of the following:

(a) Record-keeping requirements
governing the issuance of temporary watercraft registrations
and the use of bills of sale from watercraft dealers for the
purposes of division (A)(2) of this section;

(b) Procedures and requirements for the
refund of fees under division (A)(6) of this section;
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(¢) Any other procedures and requirements
necessary for the administration and enforcement of
divisions (A)(2) through (A)(8) of this section.

(B) All of the following watercraft are exempt from
registration:

(1) Those that are exempt from numbering by
the State under R.C. § 1547.53(B) through (G);

(2) Those that have been issued a commercial
documentation by the United States Coast Guard or its
successor and are used exclusively for commercial purposes;

(3) Those that have been documented by the
United States Coast Guard or its successor as temporarily
transitting, whose principal use is not on the waters in this
state, and that have not been used within this state for more
than 60 days.

(C) No person shall operate a watercraft documented
by the United States Coast Guard or its successor unless the
certificate of documentation is valid, is on the watercraft for
which it has been issued, and is available for inspection
whenever the watercraft is in operation. In accordance with
46 C.F.R. § 67, as amended, the watercraft shall display the
official number, the vessel name, and the home port listed
on the certificate of documentation.

(D) (1) For the purposes of this section and R.C.
§ 1547.53, a watercraft is principally using the waters in this
state if any of the following applies:

(a) The owner resides in this state and
declares that the watercraft principally is using the waters in
this state.

(b) The owner resides in another state but
declares that the watercraft principally is using the waters in
this state.

(¢) The watercraft is registered in another
state or documented by the United States Coast Guard and is
used within this state for more than 60 days regardless of
whether it has been assigned a seasonal or permanent
mooring at any public or private docking facility in this
State.

(2) Notwithstanding division (D)(1)(c) of this
section, a person on active duty in the armed forces of the
United States may register a watercraft in the person’s state
of permanent residence in lieu of registering it in this state
regardless of the number of days that the watercraft is used
in this state.

(R.C. § 1547.531) (Rev. 2010) Penalty, see § 96.99
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§ 96.41 TAGS INDICATING EXPIRATION DATE;
ATTACHMENT OF IDENTIFICATION NUMBER.

(A) Except as otherwise provided in division (C) of
this section, when the Chief of the Division of Watercraft
issues a registration certificate under R.C. § 1547.54, the
Chief of the Division of Watercraft also shall issue to the
applicant two tags not larger than three inches square, color
coded, indicating the expiration date of the certificate. The
owner of watercraft currently documented by the United
States Coast Guard and for which a registration certificate
is issued shall securely affix one tag to the watercraft’s port
side and the other tag to the starboard side so that the tags
are clearly visible under normal operating conditions. The
tags shall be removed from the watercraft when they
become invalid. The owner of any other watercraft for
which a registration certificate is issued shall securely affix
one tag to the watercraft’s port side, six inches toward the
stern from the identification number, and the other tag to the
starboard side, six inches toward the stern from the
identification number. The tags shall be securely affixed to
the watercraft prior to its operation, but shall be removed
from the watercraft when they become invalid. A person
may operate without a registration certificate issued under
R.C. § 1547.54, for a period not to exceed 45 days, any
watercraft required to be titled on the waters in this state if
the person is in compliance with R.C. § 1547.531.

(B) The owner of every watercraft requiring
numbering by this state shall attach to each side of the bow
of the watercraft the permanent identification number in
such manner as may be prescribed by applicable federal
standards in order that it shall be clearly visible. The
number shall be maintained in a legible condition at all
times. No number other than the number assigned to a
watercraft or granted by reciprocity pursuant to R.C.
Chapter 1547 shall be painted, attached, or otherwise
displayed on either side of the bow of the watercraft.

(C) When the Chief of the Division of Watercraft
issues a registration certificate under R.C. § 1547.54 for a
canoe, rowboat, or inflatable watercraft that has not been
numbered under R.C. § 1547.53, the Chief shall also issue
to the applicant a tag not larger than three inches by six
inches, with distinguishing color coding and a number for
identification purposes. The owner of the canoe, rowboat,
or inflatable watercraft for which the registration certificate
is issued shall affix the tag securely to a location on the
canoe, rowboat, or inflatable watercraft as prescribed by the
rules adopted by the Chief under R.C. § 1547.52.

(D) No person shall operate or permit to be operated
any watercraft on the waters in this municipality in violation
of this section.

(R.C. § 1547.57) (Rev. 2003) Penalty, see § 96.99
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§ 96.42 ALTERING OF SERIAL NUMBERS; FALSE
INFORMATION PROHIBITED.

(A) No personshall deface or alter any serial number,
model designation, or other identifying mark on any
watercraft or motor as placed thereon by the manufacturer
thereof, or remove, deface, or alter the registration number
of any watercraft as the registration number appears on the
bow thereof except by specific order of the Chief of the
Division of Watercraft.

(B) No person shall give purposely false information
concerning any watercraft or motor when applying for
registration of the watercraft. Any certificate issued which
is found to be based on such false information is void.
(R.C. § 1547.66)

(C) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the first degree.
(R.C. § 1547.99(B)) (Rev. 2002)

§ 96.43 ACCIDENT REPORTS.

(A) Operator to stop and furnish information upon
accident or collision.

(1) In case of accident to or collision with
persons or property on the waters of this municipality, due
to the operation of any vessel, the operator having
knowledge of the accident or collision shall immediately stop
the vessel at the scene of the accident or collision, to the
extent that it is safe and practical, and shall remain at the
scene of the accident or collision until he or she has given
his or her name and address and, if he or she is not the
owner, the name and address of the owner of the vessel,
together with the registration number of the vessel, if any,
to any person injured in the accident or collision or to the
operator, occupant, owner, or attendant of any vessel
damaged in the accident or collision, or to any law
enforcement officer at the scene of the accident or collision.

(2) If the injured person is wunable to
comprehend and record the information required to be given
by this section, the other operator involved in the accident or
collision shall forthwith notify the nearest law enforcement
agency having authority concerning the location of the
accident or collision, and his or her name, address, and the
registration number, if any, of the vessel he or she was
operating, and then remain at the scene of the accident or
collision or at the nearest location from which notification is
possible until a law enforcement officer arrives, unless
removed from the scene by an emergency vehicle operated
by the state or a political subdivision or by an ambulance.

(3) If the accident or collision is with an
unoccupied or unattended vessel, the operator so colliding
with the vessel shall securely attach the information required
to be given in this section, in writing, to a conspicuous place
in or on the unoccupied or unattended vessel.

(R.C. § 1547.10)



§ 96.43

(B) Duties after collision or accident; accident
reports.

(1) The operator of a vessel involved in a
collision, accident, or other casualty, so far as the operator
can do so without serious danger to the operator’s own
vessel, crew, and passengers, shall render to other persons
affected by the collision, accident, or other casualty such
assistance as may be practicable and as may be necessary in
order to save them from or minimize any danger caused by
the collision, accident, or other casualty. The operator also
shall give the operator’s name, address, and identification of
the operator’s vessel in writing to any person injured and to
the owner of any property damaged in the collision,
accident, or other casualty.

(2) Any person who renders assistance at the
scene of a collision, accident, or other casualty involving a
vessel is not liable in a civil action for damages or injury to
persons or property resulting from any act or omission in
rendering assistance or in providing or arranging salvage,
towage, medical treatment, or other assistance, except that
the person is liable for willful or wanton misconduct in
rendering assistance. Nothing in this section precludes
recovery from any tortfeasor causing a collision, accident,
or other casualty of damages caused or aggravated by the
rendering of assistance.

(3) In the case of collision, accident, or other
casualty involving a vessel, the operator thereof, if the
collision, accident, or other casualty results in loss of life,
personal injury requiring medical treatment beyond first aid,
or damage to property in excess of $500, shall file with the
Chief of the Division of Watercraft a full description of the
collision, accident, or other casualty on a form prescribed
by the Chief of the Division of Watercraft. The report so
filed shall be used for statistical purposes only and shall not
be admissible for any purpose in any civil, criminal, or
administrative action at law.

(4) If the operator of the vessel involved in a
collision, accident, or other casualty is incapacitated, the
investigating law enforcement officer shall file the required
form as prescribed by the Chief of the Division of
Watercraft.

(R.C. § 1547.59)

(C) Penalty. Whoever violates division (A) of this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree.
(R.C. § 1547.99(B)) (Rev. 2002) Penalty, see § 96.99

§ 96.44 ENFORCEMENT.

Every Sheriff, deputy sheriff, Marshal, deputy
marshal, member of the organized police department of any
municipal corporation, police constable of any township,
wildlife officer, park officer, preserve officer, conservancy
district police officer, and other law enforcement officer,
within the area of his or her authority, may enforce this
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chapter, R.C. Chapter 1547 and rules adopted by the Chief
of the Division of Watercraft and, in the exercise thereof,
may stop and board any vessel subject to this chapter and
Ohio R.C. Chapter 1547, and rules adopted under it.
(R.C. § 1547.63) (Rev. 2002)

§ 96.45 FIREARMS OFFENSES; SIGNALING
DEVICES.

(A) As used in this section:

FIREARM. Has the same meaning as in R.C.
§ 2923.11.

HANDGUN. Has the same meaning as in R.C.
§2923.11.

UNLOADED. Has the same meaning as in R.C.
§ 2923.16.

(B) No person shall knowingly discharge a firearm
while in or on a vessel.

(C) No person shall knowingly transport or have a
loaded firearm in a vessel in a manner that the firearm is
accessible to the operator or any passenger.

(D) No person shall knowingly transport or have a
firearm in a vessel unless it is unloaded and is carried in one
of the following ways:

(1) In a closed package, box, or case;

(2) 1In plain sight with the action opened or the
weapon stripped, or, if the firearm is of a type on which the
action will not stay open or that cannot easily be stripped, in
plain sight.

(E) (1) The affirmative defenses authorized in R.C.
§ 2923.12(D)(1) and (D)(2) are affirmative defenses to a
charge under division (C) or (D) of this section that involves
a firearm other than a handgun. It is an affirmative defense
to a charge under division (C) or (D) of this section of
transporting or having a firearm of any type, including a
handgun, in a vessel that the actor transported or had the
firearm in the vessel for any lawful purpose and while the
vessel was on the actor’s own property, provided that this
affirmative defense is not available unless the actor, prior to
arriving at the vessel on the actor’s own property, did not
transport or possess the firearm in the vessel or in a motor
vehicle in a manner prohibited by this section or R.C.
§ 2923.16(B) or (C) while the vessel was being operated on
a waterway that was not on the actor’s own property or
while the motor vehicle was being operated on a street,
highway, or other public or private property used by the
public for vehicular traffic.

(2) No person who is charged with a violation
of division (C) or (D) of this section shall be required to
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obtain a license or temporary emergency license to carry a
concealed handgun under R.C. § 2923.125 or 2923.1213 as
a condition for the dismissal of the charge.

(F) Divisions (B), (C), and (D) of this section do not
apply to the possession or discharge of a United States Coast
Guard approved signaling device required to be carried
aboard a vessel under R.C. § 1547.251 when the signaling
device is possessed or used for the purpose of giving a
visual distress signal. No person shall knowingly transport
or possess any signaling device of that nature in or on a
vessel in a loaded condition at any time other than
immediately prior to the discharge of the signaling device
for the purpose of giving a visual distress signal.

(G) No person shall operate or permit to be operated
any vessel on the waters in this municipality in violation of
this section.

(H) (1) This section does not apply to officers any
of the following:

(a) An officer, agent, or employee of this
or any other state or of the United States, or to a law
enforcement officer, when authorized to carry or have
loaded or accessible firearms in a vessel and acting within
the scope of the officer’s, agent’s, or employee’s duties;

(b) Any person who is employed in this
state, who is authorized to carry or have loaded or
accessible firearms in a vessel, and who is subject to and in
compliance with the requirements of R.C. § 109.801, unless
the appointing authority of the person has expressly
specified that the exemption provided in this division
(H)(1)(b) does not apply to the person;

(c) Anypersonlegally engaged in hunting.

(2) Divisions (C) and (D) of this section do not
apply to a person who transports or possesses a handgun in
a vessel and who, at the time of that transportation or
possession, is carrying a valid license or temporary
emergency license to carry a concealed handgun issued to
the person under R.C. § 2923.125 or 2923.1213 or a license
to carry a concealed handgun that was issued by another
state with which the Attorney General has entered into a
reciprocity agreement under R.C. § 109.69, unless the
person knowingly is in a place on the vessel described in
R.C. § 2923.126(B).

(I) If a law enforcement officer stops a vessel for a
violation of this section or any other law enforcement
purpose, if any person on the vessel surrenders a firearm to
the officer, either voluntarily or pursuant to a request or
demand of the officer, and if the officer does not charge the
person with a violation of this section or arrest the person
for any offense, the person is not otherwise prohibited by
faw from possessing the firearm, and the firearm is not
contraband, the officer shall return the firearm to the person
at the termination of the stop.

(R.C. § 1547.69) (Rev. 2008)
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(J) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
(R.C. § 1547.99(F)) (Rev. 2002)

§ 96.46 TAMPERING WITH NAVIGATION AID OR
VESSEL PROHIBITED.

(A) No person shall knowingly:

(1) Damage, remove, or tamper with any signal,
buoy, or other aid to navigation;

(2) Sever the mooring lines of, set adrift, or
tamper with any vessel that is moored or tied up on the
waters in this municipality.

(R.C. § 1547.92)

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
(R.C. § 1547.99(F)) (Rev. 2002)

§ 96.47 CERTIFICATE OF TITLE; EXCEPTIONS.

(A) No person, except as provided in § 96.48, shall
sell or otherwise dispose of a watercraft or outboard motor
without delivering to the purchaser or transferee a physical
certificate of title with an assignment on it as is necessary to
show title in the purchaser or transferee; nor shall any
person purchase or otherwise acquire a watercraft or
outboard motor without obtaining a certificate of title for it
in the person’s name in accordance with R.C. Chapter 1548;
however, a purchaser may take possession of and operate a
watercraft or outboard motor on the waters in this state
without a certificate of title for a period not exceeding 30
days if the purchaser has been issued and has in the
purchaser’s possession a dealer’s dated bill of sale, or in the
case of a casual sale, a notarized bill of sale.

(R.C. § 1548.03)

(B) Division (A) of this section and §§ 96.48 and
96.49 do not apply to any of the following:

(1) A watercraft covered by a marine document
in effect that has been assigned to it by the United States
government pursuant to federal law;

(2) A watercraft from a country other than the
United States temporarily using the waters in this state;

(3) A watercraft whose owner is the United
States, a state, or a political subdivision of a state;

(4) A ship’s lifeboat. As used in this division
(B)(4), LIFEBOAT means a watercraft that is held aboard
another vessel and used exclusively for emergency purposes;

A canoe;

(6)
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(6) A watercraft less than 14 feet in length
without a permanently affixed mechanical means of
propulsion;

(7) A watercraft less than 14 feet in length with
a permanently fixed mechanical means of propulsion of less
than 10 horsepower as determined by the manufacturer’s
rating;

(8) Outboard motors of less than 10 horsepower
as determined by the manufacturer’s rating.

(C) The various certificates, applications, and
assignments necessary to provide certificates of title for
watercraft and outboard motors shall be made on
appropriate forms approved by the Chief of the Division of
Watercraft.

(R.C. § 1548.01(B), (C))

(D) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
(Rev. 2002)

§ 96.48 MANUFACTURER’S OR IMPORTER’S
CERTIFICATE.

(A) No manufacturer, importer, dealer, or other
person shall sell or otherwise dispose of a new watercraft or
outboard motor to a dealer to be used by the dealer for
purposes of display and resale without delivering to the
dealer a manufacturer’s or importer’s certificate executed in
accordance with this section and with such assignments on
it as are necessary to show title in the name of the
purchaser. No dealer shall purchase or acquire a new
watercraft or outboard motor without obtaining from the
seller the manufacturer’s or importer’s certificate.

(B) A manufacturer’s or importer’s certificate of the
origin of a watercraft or outboard motor shall contain the
following information in such form and together with such
further information as the Chief of the Division of
Watercraft may require:

(1) Description of the watercraft, including the
make, year, length, series or model, if any, body type, hull
identification number or serial number, and make,
manufacturer’s serial number, and horsepower of any
inboard motor or motors; or description of the outboard
motor, including the make, year, series or model, if any,
manufacturer’s serial number, and horsepower;

(2) Certification of the date of transfer of the
watercraft or outboard motor to a distributor or dealer or
other transferee, and the name and address of the transferee;

(3) Certification that this was the first transfer
of the new watercraft or outboard motor in ordinary trade
and commerce;
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Signature and address of a representative of

C))

the transferor.

(C) An assignment of a manufacturer’s or importer’s
certificate before a notary public or other officer empowered
to administer oaths shall be printed on the reverse side of the
manufacturer’s or importer’s certificate in the form to be
prescribed by the Chief of the Division of Watercraft. The
assignment form shall include the name and address of the
transferee, a certification that the watercraft or outboard
motor is new, and a warranty that the title at the time of
delivery is subject only to such liens and encumbrances as
are set forth and described in full in the assignment.

(R.C. § 1548.05)

(D) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
(Rev. 2002)

§ 96.49 PROHIBITIONS RELATING TO
CERTIFICATES OF TITLE.

(A) No person shall do any of the following:

(1) Operate in this municipality a watercraft for
which a certificate of title is required or a watercraft
powered by an outboard motor for which a certificate of title
is required without having the certificate or a valid
temporary permit and number in accordance with R.C.
Chapter 1548 or, if a physical certificate of title has not been
issued for it, operate the watercraft or outboard motor in this
state knowing that the ownership information relating to the
watercraft or outboard motor has not has not been entered
into the automated title processing system by a Clerk of a
Court of Common Pleas;

(2) Operate in this municipality a watercraft for
which a certificate of title is required, or a watercraft
powered by an outboard motor for which a certificate of title
is required, upon which the certificate of title has been
canceled;

(3) Fail to surrender any certificate of title upon
cancellation of it by the Chief of the Division of Watercraft
and notice of the cancellation as prescribed in R.C. Chapter
1548;

(4) Fail to surrender the certificate of title to a
Clerk of a Court of Common Pleas as provided in R.C.
Chapter 1548, in case of the destruction or dismantling or
change of a watercraft or outboard motor in such respect that
it is not the watercraft or outboard motor described in the
certificate of title;

(5) Violate any provision of R.C. Chapter 1548
for which no penalty is otherwise provided, or any lawful
rules adopted pursuant to R.C. Chapter 1548;
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(6) Operate in this municipality a watercraft or
outboard motor knowing that the certificate of title to or
ownership of the watercraft or outboard motor as otherwise
reflected in the automated title processing system has been
canceled.

(R.C. § 1548.18)

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
(R.C. § 1548.99(A)) (Rev. 2002)

§ 96.50 PERMANENTLY DISPLAYED HULL
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER.

(A) A watercraft constructed on or after November 1,
1972, shall have a hull identification number permanently
displayed and affixed to it in accordance with federal law.

(B) A watercraft constructed before November 1,
1972, shall have a hull identification number assigned to it
by the Chief of the Division of Watercraft at the time of
registration, at the time of application for title, after transfer
of ownership, or at the time of a change to this state as the
principal location of operation. The number shall be
permanently displayed and affixed as prescribed by rules
adopted under R.C. § 1547.52.

(C) A person who builds a watercraft or imports a
watercraft from another county for personal use and not for
the purpose of sale shall request a hull identification number
from the Chief of the Division of Watercraft and
permanently display and affix the number as prescribed by
rules adopted under R.C. § 1547.52.

(D) No person shall operate or permit to be operated
any watercraft on the waters in this state in violation of this
section.

(R.C. § 1547.65)

(E) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
(R.C. § 1547.99(F)) (Rev. 2003)

§ 96.99 PENALTY.

(A) Whoever violates a provision of this chapter, or
a rule adopted thereunder, for which penalty is otherwise
provided, is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.
(R.C. § 1547.99(C))

(B) The sentencing court, in addition to the penalty
provided under this chapter for a violation of this chapter or
a rule adopted under it that involves a powercraft powered
by more than 10 horsepower and that, in the opinion of the
court, involves a threat to the safety of persons or property,
shall order the offender to complete successfully a boating
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course approved by the National Association of State
Boating Law Administrators before the offender is allowed
to operate a powercraft powered by more than 10
horsepower on the waters in this state. Violation of a court
order entered under this division is punishable as contempt
under R.C. Chapter 2705.

(R.C. § 1547.99(1L)) (Rev. 2002)
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